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Auron HALL. I 


YESTERDAY, Live "the" 
hall was honoured with the Pre. 

ſence of the Homeſpun family, all 
dreſt in their beſt bibs and tuckers, 
Vor. II. : and 


2 HADLEIGH 
and to.render-their equipage more 


commodious, two old grey horſes 


lire of the young ladies, who pro- 
teſted: it was a. burning ſhame for 
people of their rank to viſit with a 


cer 1 great deal of comy 
t car 


pany s at the ſame time; 


and before the arrival of our new 
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friends, every window of the ſaloon 
was crowded with ſpectators, impa- 
tient to behold this ſtrange equipage 
and ſtill ſtranger family. About 
five the chariot drove up the ave- 
nue, and Mr. Aſhton and my La- 


dyſhip ran out to welcome them 


to the hall. You, ſee, Sir, ſaid the 


old lady, I intend; being a very good 
nęighbour; I believe it is not much 


more than a fortnight ſince 9 


were joined to the bays by the de- 


* 
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lady firſt” favourec us with her 
company, but my girls could not 
be eaſy till they returned. the rr ; 
if we hid ſtood for cerem 
month would have been ae 
too early, but among Friends,” form 
is quite out of E — 88 
Ws 21 
1 am gebaut Yor FOR 
Madam, rep lied my 4 as 
he led Nin to the 
neighbourhood. is far | e to 
ceremony; Miss Nba, J dare 
ſay has a due ſenſe of the cer 


re 


dene her by dee young. Ladies. 5 

li 2 Ye 9% 17> 
As ſoon as the ſaloon Lap Was 
opened, Miſs Jenny confirmed what 
her mamma had juſt been ſaying, 
viz, that ſhe was an enemy to form, 
> FR MB and 
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and puſhing rudely through the 


company, ſhe made up to Miſs 
Chetwyn, who fat. at the jupper end 
of the room chatting with a young 
| lady of our acquaintance, and fling- 
ing herſelf i into a, chair declared it 
was the, hotteſt day ſhe had known 


. 


this ſummer. Do, Miſs, lend me 


your fan, continued ſhe, addreſſing 


herſelf x to. E anny, 1 broke. mine Juſt 
before we, ſet, out, and do you 
know our Kitty is ſuch A, croſs 
creature that ſhe would not lend 
me one of. hers though the bas got 
three. Two or three were imme- 
diately offered by the ladies who 
ſat next her, and while ſhe was fan- 


ning herſelf, I ok. 2 ſurvey of ber 


* 
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"GROVE, Ge. 5 
As T'hve never told you, | "Lucy, 
what kind of a creature it is, I will 
endeavour at the ſame time I am 
deſctibing* her | dreſs; to give you 
ſome faint idea of her perfons IT 


N In tod eve 11.500 2G} * t 
Miss Homepub, for Jenny ĩs the 
eldeſt of the ladies, is of a very 
pretty height; her face is oval, and 
her hair which is of a datk bru- 
nette, grows extremely becoming ; 
her skin though not quite tran- 
ſparent, is ſuch as may give her a 
title to be ranked among the far 5 
and her mouth may with the"s 
elt juſtite be ſtiled? agreeäble dre 
any thing in · her face · cs 1'be ſaid to 
be amife, it is a pair d yes whoſe 
fire borders rather more rage 
thin "rivecity ;*biit upon tf hole 
222 „ her 
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Rer n is far from enen 
| W 


£ 


1 11 this protty 8 0 
dreſt to advantage, von will, ſay, 
Lucy, ſhe would have been no de- 
ſpicable figure. I am of your opi- 
nion, but the auk ward manner in 
which. the embelliſhes or rather dife 
guiſes her charms, muſt render her 
the ridicule of every beholder... A 
Saxon blue ſack trimmed with a 
broad blond Jace, faſtened up with 
two large bunches of pink and 
white riabbons,., was a garment that 
would have disfigured the moſt 
lovely woman. This, Lucy, was 
the dreſs of our pretty neighbour; 
her hair which was at leaſt ſix 


wu ien, Was ornamented 
with 


* 
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with a huge black feather, and faſt- 
ened up behind with a comb, de- 
corated with the remains of an old 
green necklace; her ruffles which 
were catgut of her own wörking, 
hung half a yard diſtant from each 
other to prevent any of ile Wotk 
deing hid; and her "tucker Which 
appeared to be made out of an old 
Dreſden handkerchief, was drawn 
quite up to her chin. Do you 
think" my Dear, it is poſfible there 
ſhould exiſt a more aukward figure? 
Yes, Lucy, if you have any faith 
in the veracity of your Elmira,” you 
will think her ſiſter à thotifand times 
more ridiculous. 


Miſe Kitty is as tall” 48 4 way. 
pole, thin, brown, and free14e@ 
2 B 4 her 
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her hair which is as black as jet 
Was ſet up as high as her ſiſter s, 
and a large bunch of flowers: pho.! 
"what am I talking of? fruit I mean, 
for poſſitively, Lucy, there were ſe- 
veral apples and pears placed on the 
left fide; her. ſack was crimſon taf- 
faty, and trimmed with blue penny 
f ribbon, the variety cf forms in 

Which it was twirled and twiſted, 
ren dered it the exact reſemblance 
of. an old faſhioned bed, and to 
.com pleat the whole, her feet were 
adorned with a pair of queen-ſtitch 
ſhoes that looked as if they had 
been a preſent from * n . 
grand- mother. 


They not only took up my atten- 
tion, but that of all the company; 
, DIEeR | our 


. _— 


GM OE. . 9 
our beaus ſmiled and whiſpered”; 17 
the ladies bit their lips and fans: te 
keep them from betraying "their 
mirth; and ſome few of them · were 
obliged to leave the room. Mon- 
ſieur Gavot happening to drop'i in 
when we had dra tea, I "a5ked" 
him gaily if he would accompany” 
us to partake of à ſyllabub p he 
perfectly underſtood me and Taugh-: 
ed heartily at the recolleQion of 
the farm-houſe ſcene. What have 
you two! got between you K'eried; 
Miſs Chetwyn, ſiniling, E hate no 
notion of thoſe ide 3 tn 
Y 4. lo bay; 
We were e talking of a walk, Mac. 
dam, but Miſs Rumney has put me: 
into a cold ſweat by mentioning a 
cow-houſe; the” certainly has ſome: 
| Bg evil 


*. 
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evil deſign againſt me, for the laſt 
time I eat ſynbub, ſhe is ſenſible E 


III be whipt now. if that is fair,, 
retorted: Miſs, | itty, immediately 
raking the Hintz I am ſure it was not: 
done with an intention to choa k. 
you; but that ĩs all. one gets 57 one's. 
good. kc | 1 


What 8 58 you got 
among you? atked one of the gen- 
tlemen- ; us poor ſouls, at this. 
end of the room are entirely in be 


- 
* o 
” 


| Why you-muſt know, Sir, when: 
Miſs We came to ſee: us, we 
took. 


took a walk to the farm houſt on, 
the right hand of the parſonage;, 


and that gentleman there, coming in 


when we had almoſt eit up the 
ſyllabub, I — here prot: ü 
Kitty was intefrupted by che arrival 


of ſome more company, and the 


converfation taking a different turn, 
ſhe: was obliged to reſerve the n=. 
cluſion of her ſtory till a MHote Con 
venient opportunity: Jute. bfore 
Mrs. Homeſpun arbſe to take her 


leave,” I etqulred: ane die young, 
_ 5 MN | A8 eV 


_ $41 Y 101 hogor ©: 


We are afraid, Mi; tk 5 76) iv. 
going mad, ever ſince you came to, 
ſee us, he has been poring over 

muſty books, and one of the foot= 

men that came up laſt week, tells. 
B 6 | me 


14 
11 5 


8 
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me he ſhuts himſelf up in his cloſet 
whole days together, and wont ſee 
any body but his tutor. I have 
wrote to perſuade him out of theſe 
whimfies,, but inſtead of taking 
my: advice, he ſent me a letter filled 
with reproaches, for depriving him 
ſo long of the advantages of edu- 
cation, and told me he was going to 
convert. the beſt parlour into a li- 
braty. What he means by library L 


: the houſe looks like a. bookſceller's 
ſhop, and ſays there are two. great 
round things ſtand under the win- 
dows that have got reading on 
them, and are painted 4 over in 
colours. 


1 imagine, 


'GROVE, Se. 13 
I imagine, Madam, ſaid Mr. Aſh- 
ton, ſmiling at her ignorance, the 
young gentleman is going to ſtudy 
the uſe of the globes; ſuch a thirſt 
after knowledge, in one that has ſo 
long been kept in ignorance of the 
ſciences, is ſomething rather extra- 
ordinary, but if this is the 'fquire's 
turn, there is the greateſt proba- 
bility that he will one day prove 
himſelf an honour to his family: 


I don't know, not I, but I think 
he might be very well fatisfied with 
being as wiſe as his father; Latin, 
French; and a pack of other lan- 
guages, ſerves only to turn peoples 
brains; his ſiſters have never learnt 
any thing but their mother tongue, 
1 I think that is quite ſufficient” 
for 


Pc 
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for them that do not 1 n 
ing a 3 


As Ws - th: was : „ee ec 
bred to hold a diſpute with a fe- 
male, the old lady procerded to 
her carriage, without any . oppoſi- 


tion to her ſentiments, and her 


daughters following her example, 
we were left at liberty to give our ſe- 
veral opinions on the ſubject which 
my inquiries after the young '{quire. 


w_ brought upon the . 


* is n to me, ſai Mr. 
Ae, as ſoon as they were gone, 
that parents who have large fortunes 
to beſtow on their children, ſhould 
have ſo little regard to their happi-- 


neſs as to keep them in ignorance f 


"7 
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every virtue that might render them 
beneficial to mankind :: an illiterate 
and pncultivated, mind is inſenſible 
to. all the tender feelings of huma- 
nity ;. without ſome little knowledge 

of literature, it is impoſſible a man 
| ſhould be capable of friendſhip or 
good neighbourhood, ;- he is neither 
poſſeſſed of judgment enough to 
govern, nor humility. enough: to 
obey, I always look. upon pride and 
ignorance: as inſeparable. compant»- 
ons. A man who has neyer read, is 
unacquainted. with himſelf, he re- 
gards nothing in its true light, but 
looks upon every thing as ſubſer= 
vient to his pleaſuce:: without con- 
ſulting the laws of equity or juſtice, 
he follows the dictates of his own 
inclinations, and as he is poſſeſſed 
of 
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of the gifts of fortune, thinks the 
whole world created for his ſervice; 
To fulfil our duty towards man- 
kind, requires a thorough knowiSdge 
of ourfelves, but a perſon deprived 
of the advantages of tearning, i is in- 8 
capable of ſelf· examination; he 
knows no ties but thoſe of wahre. 
and his 1 are his 9 w 


nitor. | at vort 


5 


A ſtate of ignorance See; replied} 

a young lady in the company, may 
with a great deal of juſtice be ſtiled a 
ſtate of innocence, nay, even of hap- 
pineſs, for a perſon who Knows not 
the difference between good and 
evil, though he errs in ſome eſſential 
21 cannot Aer be deemed 
- © euhpablex 


'GROVE, G. 7 
culpable; a crime committed 
through ignorance, ſhould by no 
ma be- ranked among thoſe that 
aretpmmitted in open defrance of 
Honeys and virtue. Our firſt parents 
et mn opp̃oſltion to the commands 
oft heir creator ; they were conſcious 
thatgchere was but one error into 
. which they were in danger of falling, 
but though forewarned of the pu- 
niſhment that would enſue, gave 
way eo the firſt inſinuations of the 
tempiter. A man 'whoſe under 
ſtanging has never been enlightened, 
is under none of theſe; reſtrictions; 
he ſins not in oppoſition to the 
laws, he knows none ; nor ean bis 
errors, with juſtice, be ſtiled inten- 
tional; he is to be envied, at the 


ans HADLE 10 H 
ſame time that he is erp. = 
—_— KUL 


1 agies with you there, Madam, 
but do not you look upon it that the 


parents of ſuch a erer, to the 
1 * culpable eee 


2 Sir, and e 4 to 
my ſentiments, anſwerable for all 
their trauſgreſſions; it is without 
doubt the duty of every parent, not 
only to provide for their children, 
but to cultivate and improve their 
underſtanding, and if they neglect 
their morals, the errors committed 
through their cureleſtneſs and inat- 
tention muſt certainly, in a great 
meaſure, fall upon themſelves. Some 
it is true, either by ill health or 
„ 
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Want of knowledge themſelvet, are 
quite unequal to the taſk, but as the 
world affords a ſufficient number of 
_ people who ure capable to diſcharge 
the truſt, there is no excuſe forcible 
enough to attone for their meglect. 
The good lady who! has juſt left us, 
is, I am afraid, one of thoſe mothers 
who,:may.; be, ranked gre the 
eee of the nu. 
LN {52 i 0 8 
From what Cow, lest of her 
| fon, Madam, he. begins to be ſenſi- 
ble of the injuries done him by his 
patents, and to make up for the 
time which has been loſt, is going 
to employ all | his attention in che 
ſtudy of the ſciences. - You hate 
feen the young man, Miſs Rumney, 
addrefjing himſelf to me, is he poſ- 
| en 


LY 
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ſeſſed of judgment e to profit 
by inſtruction! ee Ne 


. 


Fowl what 1 have" Wes wer bird 


Sir, he appears to have good natural 
ſenſe, but at preſenthe is'as unecuk 
He 28.4 Chineſe or A er 


®; 


/The oxides of Lins viſt 
ee ene followed of courſe, but 
as you are already acquainted with 
them, a repetition will be quite need- 
leſs. To my unſpeakable uneaſi- 
neſs, Lady Oſwald has wrote to in- 
treat Miſs Chetwyn to ſhorten her 
viũt at the hall, and in compliance 
with the requeſt of her benefactreſs, 


the dear girl leaves us the week 


after next; I am to return with 
ber co the grove, but am to ſtay 
BLEY > with 
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with her ladyſhip no more than 
three days. Mrs, Aſhton's Abigal! 
what on earth brings her here? a 
ſummons to attend my guardian ; ;. 
all i in good time, I ſhall attend him 
when I have finiſhed my epiſtle. 
Mrs. Aſhton herſelf, with a face as 
long as my arm; no reſiſting ſuch 
a powerful mandate; lay W 0 
thou obſtinate pen, 


*Tis Guardy calls, I muſt away. 


In Contimuation. 


What, Lucy, do you imagine 
was the reſult of this private con- 

| ference ? It was not to acquaint me 
with the death of my lover, but of 
his immediate arrival : laſt night he 
LED landed 


132 
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linded at Doyer, and to-morrow 
comes to crave the blefling of his 
uncle, and without doubt to claim 
the ſtill more ineſtimable bleſſing of 
his Elmira' s hand. Now, Colonel, 

what will become of you ! but my 
hand is cramped with writing. 


Adieu! Adieu 


1 


E. RuMN Ex. 


"” 


LET- 
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LETTER XII. 


The Same to the Same: | 


Poor Montfort! what a dolo- 
rous ſituation is yours? return im- 
mediately and improve your power, 
or give me back the moiĩety of my 
heart, that I may haſten to beſtow 
it on the redoubtable Sir Charles. 
As I live, Lucy, I am half inclined; 
to retract the civil hints I have given 
in favour of this ſame red-coat; The 
Baranet is quite another creature to 
what I imagined him, and had I 
ſeen him ſooner, am ready to think) | 
I ſhould have thought it no great 

hardſhip 
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hardſhip to accept him for my lord 
and maſter. When the good ſoul 
arrived, we were all ſeated in the 
working parlour ; Mrs. Aſhton was 

buſying herſelf in ſorting ſhells for 
a.grotto, Miſs Chetwyn ſhading a 
roſe in a fine ſcreen, and my Lady- 
ſhip ſitting in the bow- window, 
amuſing herſelf in drawing with 
crayons. When the poſt- chaĩſe 
ſtopt, down went all the ſhells, 
Mrs. - Aſhton | flew into the court, 
Fanny ran to the window, and your 
poor Elmira ſat ſtupid as a poſt, not 
daring to turn her head to the right, 
nor to the left, leaſt ſhe-ſhould ſee. 
a youth more lovely than her Co- 
lonel. By the perſuaſions of Miſs 
Chetwyn, I at length however 
_ aſſumed a ſufficient ſhare of compo-' 


{ure 
8 
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ſure to walk as far as the door, and 
received his formal ſalutations with a 
tolerable grace. Though his beha- 
viour was to the higheſt degree 
tender and reſpectful, in a few mi- 
nutes after we were ſeated I ob- 
ſerved an air of dejection ſpread 
over his countenance ; there was a 
viſible reſerve. on all ſides, my guar- 
dian peſtered him to death with queſ- 
tions concerning his travels; I ſat 
forming a thouſand reaſons for the 
melancholy that was painted on his 
features, and wiſhing it might pro- 
ceed from ſome new attachment, 
while the honeſt ſoul appeared 
equally deſirous of reading the true 
ſtate of Elmira's heart. 


Vol. II. F 
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After dinner, Fanny propoſed 2 
ramble in the park; Sir Charles ap- 
proved the motion, and telling Mrs, 
Aſhton, we would be back to tea, 
we ſallied forth, each of | by: _—_ ö 
on our hero's $ arm. | 


During our walk, I took an o - 
portunity of mentjoni in th ünes⸗ 

ſineſs the good folks ha e . 
on account of bis repeated delays, 


and told him, e I imagined 


LE 


e "1 FE 
+ 


— 
«1 111 


A FM Pei na en ho 
his manly features, but pauſingamo- 
ment, he replied, indeed, Madam, 
you are miſtaken, my heart has 
taken up its abode in my native 

country; 
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country; a friend, it is true, de- 
tained me at Paris much longer 
than I intended; but had there been 
no other. temptations, to court my 
ſtay, than the charms of the Pariſian 
ladies, I ſhould. have. arrived. in 
England ſome months ago. 


Aye; aye, ſoon tell us, bot | dare- 
ſay Sir Charles Davers has not been 
abroad more than three years with- 
out forming ſome new attachment. 
Come, come, tapping him on the 
ſhoulder, en and be forgiven. 4 


Well then, Madam, if 1 3 
diſcloſe my ſentiments, I here de- 
clare in the preſence of every, viſible 
and inviſible being, that if ever 1, 

2 01 Arps 
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marry it will be to an Ad 
_ 


In abi r did J examine his 
features; they refuſed to give me 
any information of what I wiſhed to 
know : if I am alone with him he 
obſerves the moſt profound filence, 
ſtroaks my dog, plays with my 
ſquitrel, but addreſſes not a ſingle 
compliment to my Ladyſhip. In 
company, his behaviour is quite the 
reverſe, never was any one more aſ- 
ſiduous, my every look is watched; 
if I drop my fan he reaches it in a 
moment ; if a window 1s open be- 
hind my chair, the ſaſh is immedi- 
ately put down for fear I ſhould 
take cold; in ſhort, no one can be- 


have with more profound reſpect : 
it 
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it ſeems to me that when in com- 
pany he prefers me to all others, 
and that when alone there is ſome 
abſent fair one has the preference to 
your Elmira. To- morrow this 
whimſical lover of mine ſets out on 
a journey to Northamptonſhire, and 
before he returns I am to conduct 
Miſs Chetwyn to her generous' be- 
nefactor. By a letter we received 
yeſterday, I find Lady Oſwald has 
added another amiable woman to 


her family, but her hiſtory is to re- 


main a ſecret till our arrival at the 
grove. While I am at Hadleigh, 
you may depend on a long epiſtle. 


Adieu, my Dear, ; 
Believe me, your's hardy; 
— E. Runen 
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LETTER XIII. 


Madan Dumont, to aueh 
e * 


CAL Als. 


1 have nothing more to do now, 
Car. than fay my prayets back- 
wards, like the vintner in the ſuds, 
and go hang myſelf; we. are 
betrayed, and ruined. to all in- 
tents and purpoſes !* ſoon after 1 
Teceived your laſt, De Fal left. the 
caſtle, and wrote to inform his ſif- 
ter, that his intended. tour would 
take him up more than three 
months; you may judge how great- 
ly I was diſappointed. by this intel- 


ligence ; the company had before 
” Wo moſt: - 
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moſt of them retired: to their. own 
houſes, and I began to think of fol- 
: lowing their example, when Made- 
moiſelle De Fal, ſaid, the could on 
no account think of parting with 

me. untill her brother's return, Un- 
till 1 found ſhe expected ſome fo- 
reigners ona viſit, it was with the 
greateſt reluctance I complied, with 
her requeſt, but that conſidetation 
over ballanced all n my ſcruples, and, 
in hopes of making ſome more no- 


ble conqueſt, I endeavoured to ob- 


literate all thoughts of my late diſ- 


waa 4 


appointment, 1 About three days 
ago as I Was fitting at my toilette, 


Nanette, Mademoiſelle, De Fal's 


woman, brought me the following 
extraordinary letter: read, Car. 


C4 aud 
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and then tell me if I was not in a 
pretty fituation ? 


To the moſt vile and moſt ariful of 
ler Sex. | 
"7 Kube. 18855 moſt worthleſs 
of women, that you are diſco- 
vered. As Madam Dumont, I 
thought myſelf happy, nay, even 
honoured in your acquaintance, | 
but as the vile and abandoned, 
Daredeville, I muſt defire you, im- 
mediately to quit the caſtle ;* my 
brother, thank heaven ! has eſcaped 
your ſnares, I think it beneath me 
to explain myſelf any further on the 
ſubject; your own conſcience will 
unfold the myſtery. 


TI im- 
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I immediately began to prepare | 
for my departure, not thinking it 
would be at all prudent” to Wait #' 
ſecond mandate, and when the poſt 
chaiſe arrived, that I had ſent for 
to convey me from the eaſtle, II 
bowed careleſsly to Mademoiſelle 
de Fal, who was ſtanding at her 
dreſſing-room window, ttipped in- 
to it, and bid the boy drive to- 
Paris. On my arrival there, I met 
with a ſhock far greater than the- 
former, the houſe was ſhut vp; Sf 
maid: flown, and the - goods had 
been ſeized on by one of out erẽ- 
ditors. I found it would never do 
to ſtay there, and in order to pre- 
vent their making a ſale of me alſo, 
I ſet out directly for Calais: the 
ficſt fair wind 1 intended embarking; 
C5 for 
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for England, for as our characters 
were known, it would have been 
im poſſible:to live any longer af Paris. 
What on earth, Car. could induce. 
Nelly to betray us? for by her flying. 
I make no doubt but ſhe: was the 
perſon who diſcovered me, to Ma- 
demoiſelle de Fal. Since I have 
been here, the Count has been mar- 
ried to a young Engliſh lady. 80 
you may get ready the willow gar- 
land, as ſoon as you pleaſe. The 
captain, has ſent to inform me, the 
wind ſerves. Adieu l my Dear, 
I . hall, be with yeu by the time 
you receive this, 

5 4. Dunonr. 
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Hanzzien Gzore-- 


Arey the moſt agreeable: 
Journey. iti the. wotld, T 11 down 
to acquaint my y. Lucy, with 4 little 
adventure. hr happened to me a 


4 


few. weeks. before 1 left the Hall. 
As I. Was 4 Fra my own. 


appartment to wyti's, ith . 


4 ban-b&x füll 25 FR 95 my 
12 llipt, and down came my, lady 


ſhip-and her burthen), and As r was 


» 


Kas bits g u again ; among the 


reſt of the things that lay uv my the: 
ground, I D A 115 but not 


* 
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in the leaſt imagining but it was 
one of my own, I toſſed it into the 
box among the reſt of the lumber, 
and walked quite unconcerned to the 
appartment of my friend: an 
old flower happening to engage her 

attention, ſhe twitched it out of the 
ban- box, and to one of the wires, 
hung the very paper that had pre- 
ſented itſelf to me in the paſſage: 
I now perceived that the ſuperſcrip- 
tion. was not mine, and upon a 
nearer view, found it to be the copy 
of a letter, addreſſed. to Mr. Went- 
worth, by Sir Charles Davers. ** 


What a humiliating circum- 
ſtance, Lucy ! i in this epiſtle he de- 
clared his repugnance to comply 
with the will 1 his father, and in 


e y 
. 2 7 
2 Fi. * ww 
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terme, 2 


terms. 1 on ps 
confeſſed a paſſion for the daughter 
of a gardener. Though this diſco- 
very muſt conſequently be produc- 
tive of happineſs to myſelf, I con- 
feſs I found myſelf moſt terribly. 
humbled. Has a gardener's, low 
bred ofspring, ſaid I to myſelf, ſuf- 
ficient charms to rival the high born 
and. beautiful Elmira ? Fanny, read 
my thoughts: you are piqued, my 
Dear, at this plain proof of you lo- 
ver's inconſtancy, but indeed, Mira, 

it is the moſt fortunate diſcovery 
you poſſible could have made; I 
thought my amiable friend had 
been leſs of the coquete, than to 
prize the conqueſt when ſhe diſ- 
dained the ſlave; but I find we are 


2 - 
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All of us more or leſs 51 with: 


out hare of yatlity., 
f: Dan un 6 
I was aſhkitied'sf myſelt, es, 


aſhanied tö think Kow. ale tou l 
| appeared 1 in the eyes of that virtu- 
ous girl. Confeſs, now, faid the, 
taking my hand witch an air of pity 
and compaſſion, that you ſhould 

hase been better pleaſed, if Sir 
"Thicke bag — Fob: an opportu- 


> © det 


dy adi” 1 DE 1: dh 


- Hot futh a with, the firſt diſcovery 


of a lover's inconſtancy, though we: 

ceaſe to love ourſelves, miſt un- 
doubtedly be a ſhock to our vanity, 
after a few moments confideration;. 


1 am ſenſible it is the moſt fortunate 
cir- 


* 
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circumſtance poſſible to have hap- 
pened. After chatting a great while 
on the ſubject, e began to get: 
ready for our joutney, and as it Was 
highly improbable, that Sir Charles, 
ſhould miſs the paper, E put it in 
my letter- caſe, and determined: 
to confine the eee to * own 
boſom. | | 


On our arrival at the grove, Lady 
Oſwald, preſented to us the young 
ſtranger, whom ſhe had taken un- 
der her protection, fihee the ab- 
ſence of Mifs Chetwyn. Never, 
Lucy, did I behold à greater diſ- 
play of beauty !: ſhe is lovelineſs, in 
its moſt lovely form: I kn] not 
the reaſon, but from the ſirſt my=" 
ment of beholding her, I felt emo 

tions 


commanded us to loye her, ſhe has 


from London, and has promiſed to 
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tions which I never before experi- 
enced ; her ladyſhip, need not have 


a magic in her charms, that muſt 
draw the affections of evety one 
who has the happineſs to know 
her, 14 #28 "Of 2 1 


Jeſſica (for that is the name of 
our new friend) has not been more 
than a fortnight at the grove; Miſs 
Holgate, has juſt been telling me 
that Lady Oſwald, brought her- 


entertain me with her hiſtory the- 
next time we are alone. I am ſum-. 
moned to the tea- table, adieu, my 
Dear, I think 1. have wrote a great 
deal, conſidering it is more than: 
three hours ſince we arrive. 
In 


* 
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N Continuation. 


While the company were ad- 
miring a winter piece, juſt finiſhed 
by the pencil of Miſs Faulkner; 
the ſprightly Clara, and myſelf, 
ſtole into the garden, and ſtealing 
ourſelves by the ſide of the canal; 
I reminded her of her promiſe. My 
aunt, my dear Miſs Rumney, was 
a few weeks ago ſummoned to town 
by a diſtant relation, as a witneſs in 
a depending lawſuit, and happening 
to take lodgings in Piccadilly, ſne 
had the good fortune to fave from 
ruin the moſt virtuous of her ſex. 
The firſt evening of her being in 


Os, the door of her appartment 
? Rage 


| | 94 | _ g = . 
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ſtanding rather upon a jar, ſhe beheld 
a young lady in.an oppoſite room, 
weeping and wringing her hands 
in a f grief. Co ion 
r 
my dear Miſs Rumney, is the 
"molt ſtriking virthe in the character 
of Lady Oſwald ; ſhe was too well 
"bred to intrude on the fetirement 

Sit oC alien 1:2 LE? DTS UH 5-45 
2 ſtranger, but ſen ing for the 

4 ” een, 11 ; 1711 
miſtreſs of the houſe, inquired who 

u eat 5. Me Figs 2 T-Ih 4 aan 4 
it was that lodged on the ſame floor. 
T am almoſt as great a ftranger to 
Li's + | ee | Rs 3-4 Flt 4 
Her as yourſelf, Madam, ſhe came 
Tome time ago in the character of a 
fervant, and took lodgings- för her 
23 ee 1 UL Ch MY” ds 
lady, but after having brought ſe- 
veral boxes, and ordered fires in the 
rooms, ſhe, returned to their old 
1. 0 | 6 4 | P FE k 4 
appartments, and found that her 

33 N "of 9 5 
miſtreſs had left the houſe, and! 
took. 


=». 
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took with her all her cloaths, and 
the milliner with whom they lodged f 
could give no account to what: 
part of the town fhe was gone. 
The poor young wotnan returned in 
an agony not to be deſcribed, and 
for ſome time her tears and ſobs, 
prevented her from unfolding to 
me her griefs. When I was 40. 
quainted with the cauſe, and found 
that ſhe was a ſtranger in England, 
1 begged her to make herſelf quite 
eaſy, aſſuring her that the ſhould 
be welcome to continue in my ap- 
- partments, "without paying. the 
price agreed on till 1 had an op- 
pottunity of letting them to great- 
er advantage, and that 1 would if | 
it was agreeable to herſelf, recom- 
mend her into ſome genteel family: 


as 
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as lady's woman. She appeared ſen- 
fibly touched with my kindneſs, 

but told me ſhe was not entirely 
deſtitute of money : If you will 
give'me leave, Madam, faid, ſhe, 
to continue in the ſmalleſt of theſe 
rooms, at a price that you would 
take of any other perſon, I ſhall 
eſteem it a particular favour, and 

untill I can hear of ſome place that 

is likely to ſuit me, I will endea- 


*  vour with your recommendations to 


ſupport myſelf with my needle. 


It is now, Madam, above fix 


| 5 weeks ſince ſhe has been with me, 


and has all that time employed her- 
ſelf wholly in working point for a 
milliner, who lives in the next 
ſtreet; this laſt week I have ob- 
ſerved 
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ſerved an unuſual gloom upon her 
countenance, and have ſeveral times 
caught her in tears, but am at pre- 
ſent unacquainted vith the cauſe, 


Do you think, faid her ladyſhip, 
that ſhe would look upon it as an 
intruſion, if I was to call in upon 


her as I paſs to my own appatt- 
ment? 1 


Not in the leaſt, I dare 15 Ma- 
dam, ſhe would on the contrary 
think herſelf greatly honoured by 

ſuch a condeſcenſion. | 


The firſt time my aunt went out, 
- ſhe tapt at her room door, and with 
an air of freedom, told her, as they 
were both alone, it would be charity 
to 


— 
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to each other if they ſpent the. 
evening, togetber. The dear girl 
- curteſyed, and replyedwithout any 
confuſion, that ſhe was entirely at 
her ladyſhip's ſervice, at the fame 
time expteſſing a- due ſepſe of the 
honour that was confered on her. 


The firſt interview. convinced, 
Lady Oſwald, that ſhe was deſerv- 
ing of every favour friendſhip could 
beſtow, and without inquiring into 
her family, ſhe made the fair Jeſ- 
ſica an offer of her immediate pro- 
tection; what more increaſed her 

ladyſhip's eſteem, was the repulſes 
the virtuous girl had juſt made to a 
young nobleman, that had inſulted 
her by a diſhonourable propoſal; he 
had ſeen her ſeyeral times at the mil- 
liner's 
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4 * 


liner's and finding her firuagion, was | 
ſuch as mi ht encourage his at- 
tempts, made no ſcruple of mak- 
ing. an open declaration of his ſen- 
timents : finding perfusſions, inef- : 

fectual, he even went ſo far as to 

cheaten ſorce, and that it ſeems 

was the occafipn of her uneaſineſs, wy 
when my aunt firſt ſaw her bewail- 
ling, her uphaßpy fate. On their 
arriyal at the ; grove, her ladyſhip | 
defired us to look upon her lovely 
charge, as the moſt ineſtimable gift 5 
"of fortune; from this moment, 4 
cried the, I. ſhall rank her among. 


tre? ; I 
the number of my children : Miſs 5 


F aulkner, and my Fanny, have by 
their virtues rendered themſelves 
| deſerving of of that title, and if I have. 
any, {kill i in tne human heart, this | 


_ amiable 
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amiable ſtranger may, with equal 
juſtice, lay claim to my eſteem. 2 

The 12 girl, though ſenſibly | 
affected with the dodneſ: s of ber 
ap was ſome days | before 
ſhe could be prevailed on to look 
upon herſelf as one of her ladyſhip' „ 
family; ; if we we were walking, 


ſhe would. be {are to take the left 


25 hand, and i in all fer behaviour teſti= . 


ed ſo large a ſhare of humility, 
hat it was evident ſhe looked upon 
herſelf no higher than a domeſtic. ; 

here is 1 nothing ſo painful o a ge- 
nerous mind, as to ſee thoſe. whom 
they have diſtinguiſhed by their 
friendſhip, ſinking. under a load of 
obligations, and unable to look up 4 
to their benefactor, without we 
moſt 


FIC 
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molt viſible reſtraint. My aunt was 
quite unhappy till ſhe had baniſhed 
thoſe humble ſentiments from the 
boſom of her Jeſly ; few, like her, 
have the art of rendering dependence 
eaſy ! If you would wiſh, my Dear, 
ſaid ſhe one evening to Jeſſica, that 
I ſhould believe you ſenſible of my 
friendſhip, throw aſide every hum 
ble ſentiment ; the benefits 1 confer 
on you, are no more than your 
virtues: may, with juſtice claim; it 
is the duty of every perſon, bleſt 
with the means of doing good, to 
make the unbappy their peculiar 
care. I look upon thoſe who are 
iatruſted with plentiful fortunes, as 
| ſtewards and inſtcuments of theic 
Creator's fayours : happy thoſe, who, 
when they are called upon, will be 
Vor. II. D bt able 


% HADLEIGH 

able to render a Faithful account of 
their ſtewardſhip ! '& long as 'my 
deareſt” Jeſſy continues to behave 
with this diſtant reſpect, 1 ſhall 
think ſhe entertains the moſt unfa- 
voutable' ſentiments of my patro- 
nage. I would be loved, my Dear, 
not reverenced'; unreſerved confi- 
dence, anda freedom of manners, 
is all the homage I wiſh to receive. 
Treat me as you would a mother; 
the duties of that character it ſhall 
be my gs to fulfil. | 


From hit time, Miſs Rumney, 
our friend began to aſſume a greater 
degree of confidence : ſhe appeared 
no longer diffident and reſerved ; her 
reſpect was tempered with the moſt 
engaging WT, and in her con- 
| verſation 
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verſation was blended a vivaeity that 
ſhe was - before unconſcious of poſ- 
ſeſſing. As ſhe had never been in- 
ſtructed in drawing, I have under- 
taken to learn her; and it is the taſk 
of Miſs Faulkner to improve her in 
muſick. 
| 7 Could you never yet learn, Miſs 

Holgate, from whom this amiable 
ade derives her origin? P on) 


T was once; „ my Deatyi impertinent 
enough to-/aſk her that queſtion, 
and I think ſhe told me her father 
was  gatdener: to ſome nobleman in 
France; but the dear gicl appeared 
ſo + extremely embarraſſed: and con- 
fuſed, that I immediately dropt the 
ſubjeck. She certainly has not re- 
lui“ D e 
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ceived an education anſwerable to 
her fine endowments; but it appears 
to me quite incredible, that -a wo- 
man poſſeſſed of ſuch uncommon 
and various attractions, ſhould de- 
rive her birth f. om a plebeian. 


* 
II 


Juſt then our three companions 
joĩned us. Do you know, Elmira, 
cries Miſs Chetwyn, that we are 
this evening to have a concert in the 
temple, and that a certain gay ac- 
quaintance of your's is to have the 
henour to be of our party; the poor 
ſoul is in doleful dumps, but I have 
taken the liberty to eaſe him of his 
apprehenſions concerning the baro- 
net. Come, no bluſhing, but put 
on all your airs and e PROS 
bim gf 4 1. 


Wil 
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„Will this young lady | favour: us 
with het aſſiſtance? ſaid I, taking 
e e a 45048 


Jidisdo til 39 


I cannot ploy, Miſs, replied 9 * 


with ancengaging ſmeetneſo, but 1 
will endeavour to 1046 1h? you 
with my voice. wer 11:40 832 
ddt £3197 win 116K 218 lo cus; 
As we were unte te to the 
houſe, a thought entered my head, 
which; Had gnever before occurred. 
This certainly, ſaid 1 to, myſelf, 
muſt be the very perſon that alienated 
from me the affections of my lover; 
Me too was the daughter of à gar- 
dener in Fraoce, and it is impoſſible 
there ſhould be to fo. extremely 
lovely. I communicated mythoughts 
to o Nils Chetwyn, ſue declared I was. - 
2) I D 3 ſuper- 
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ſuperſtitious 2 but let us look at the 


| Tetter, ſaid ſhe; as far as I can re- 
member, Sir Charles gave a very 


" Aden deſeription of his charmer. 


11. Nl ..,v: Ig: 7 

ed my pocket-book, and 
pretegding to be looking over a 
milliner's bill, we compated every 
feature of the fair Jeſſica with the 
portrait in our hands. Ir eertainly 
is the ſame I exclaimed: Fanny, be- 
fore ſhe had peruſed the five lines; 
never did features more m 
3 v'doſeription. =_ 


tt 
: x$law): my Ron? pens Sana 
halt we do. to be convinced of this 


affair? Sir Charles I am fure is ig- 
norant of his fair one's being in 
England, or he would long before 

uot 
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this have taken an ee 
e a viſit a the en 1 2945 
Vs £4 236 

Let us walk faſter and Wh 
them; I will aſk her if ſhe has 
ever heard of the name of De Fal. 
and enquire if there is not * 
family at Pontamouſon. Be la av. 


We did fo Z and without any: _ 
prize or heſitation, the amiable girl 
replied, that Monſieur De Fal re- 
fided at a ſmall: diſtance from! her 
father's, The caſtle I think is ge+ 
nerally crouded with company; was 
there a great deal laſt ſummer, Miſs? 
This, Lucy. was my ſpecch. I 
believe; Madam, it was never 
known. to be honoured with a more 
3 aſſembly; here was a great 
D 4 number 
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number of foreigners from almoſt 

every part of Europe; and 1 think 
ſome few Eugliſhmen. Did you 
evet hear the names of any of the 
latter, Miſs ? 1 have an acquaintance 
that is very intimate in the family. 
Ves Madam, one of them 1 think 
was called Sir Charles Davers; he 
came once or twice to my father's 
with Monſieur De Fal; but I have 


th se of Wy of the others. 


— F 
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dhe rm tis in 'a"voice fo 
firm; ſo perfectly compoſed, that it 
is impoſſible ſhe ſhould be acquainted 
with” bis paſſion; not even a fingle 
bluſh diſcompoſed her lovely features. 
To try her ſtill further, I aſked if 
Sir Charles was not extremely gay 
ee the F Fench ladies? gt is 
1805 b very 


very key, Madam, that he might: 3 
no women are mote renowned for 
their gallantry: But thoſel few times 
chat Paw him; I thought there aps 
Peared te be a pecultarigfavity in 
bis diſpoſition. Theſe enquities tell 
me, ſmiling, that he is ſomething 
more than lan · acquaiptanes. You. 
are right in your conjections, my 
Dear, replied: Miss Holgaey laügh- 
in, erf if I am not greatly miſi 
informes, Miſs Rumney is intended 
to be Lady Davtrs.. 1 eim: 
01 2agit e pnileca of but n 
This intelligence muſt! cettalniy 
have wreught a change in her. fear 
tures, if Sir Charles had ever made 
a diſcovery of his ſentiments: but 
not the muſt triſing enwxiod The. 

tfayed Itſelſ. Sheiralicd me on u 
Eur d ä D 4 : flyneſs- 
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flynefs. with a vivacity that way 
quite enchanting, and, when Ten- 
deavoured to make ſome auk ward 
excuſes for my eurioſity, told me, 
in an affair that was ſo extremely 
intereſting to myſelf, it was not the 
eaſt. to be 3 at, er 

1 Qui « our toturn w'the hovle, the 
firſb object that preſented itſelf was 
my deſpairing ſwain. To teaze him 
a little, I affected the moſt cool re- 
ferve, and juſt making a flight re- 
tuen to his civilities, tripped from 

the ou where ah Sauk: IE 
ad rte 
The poor ; Colonel ; Kd moſt 
Geol marie; he bac a maſtery | 
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hand upon the violoncello, but was 
too much out of ſpirits! to aid: the 
concert: mine were quite in alle - 
gro; I ſung, played, was in ſhort 
the moſt- condeſcending ereature in 
the world. Miſs Chetwyn aſked 
me to accompany* Clara on the 
guitar, while ſhe 6bliged the com- 
pany: with, the Prudent Fair; to 
carry the joke ſtill farther} upon rel 
collecting it was a favoutite ſong ef 
the Colonels, I refuſed to gramt het 
requeſt. If Miß Hulgate wil ply 
any other- ſong, 1: hilt 'iceompany, 
her with a great (deal o6-1p1da farts, 
but I have the / greatoſt &verfion did 
the world to that. You was Ses 
very fond of it, Miſt Rumisey, e 
poor Montfort, looking on e with: 
an ait of tenderneſo. Tam à fttangh: 

A394 ) D 6. whim. 


whimſital ereature, Colonel; my 
taſte is very much altered within 
theſe few. days. 
Motti © E +: | 

This was mech he 3 
looked dilly, left his ſcat, and with- 
drew to a window. I fat, ſeem- 
ingly, quite unconcerned at his 
1 but in my heart felt 
| ſome few. ſp ſparks of. 1 
Bo Jeſlica ſung ; her voice would have 
wmaved-an: angel z the whole com- 
pany! were in sta; but the poor 
bessa Montfort ſtood motionleſs 
1 fnucy and appeared quite ina · 
tantiye t the beavenly ſounds. 
When ſhe had done ſinging, J aroſe, 
and, walking careleſely to the win» 
dw. gaye himla fart flap on the 
rer rhe ſtarted from bis, re- 


ide g fi verie. 
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verie. Is it you, Madam? wich a 
face a yard long. Madam re- 
peated I with emphaſis; why not 
your Elmira? May I be ſo happy 
as to believe that title would not 
have offended Miſs Rumney ?. his 
features brightened as he ſpoke. 1 
cannot tell, Colonel; but from what 
little acquaintance L have with that 
lady, I believe I could anſwer, for 
her forgiveneſs. Have I been miſ- 
taken then 2 is, not Sir Charles 
Davers the happy favourite of Hea - 
ven and my Elmira? Sit Charles 
Davers is deſigned for greater hap· 
pineſs 3 ate Four ſentiments, of me 
ſo very unfavourable, Sir, a8 to 
imagine I am of ſuch, an inconſtant 
diſpoſition? No; I am. ſtill that 
lame Emig yo oh thoughts Ter 
2: bf * 


6 HADLEIGH 
thy of your friendſhip. Then f am 
bleſt indeed l repeat, my Charmer, 
repeat once more thoſe pleafing 
ſounds. - We hall be remarked, 
Colonel, the company have already 
begun-to obſerve us. Be chearful 3 
fortune already begins to ſmile ap- 
probation on our friendſmip; you 
have i to fear from my in- 
. | 


1 


Wich chis 1 ab 1 
left him, and ſeating myſelf by the 
lovely Jeſſy, joined once more in 
the concert. About eleven the com · 
pany left the grove; my ſwain re- 


cteived an invitation to breakfaſt with 
us to-morrow, and, if I am not- 
extremely cautious, will certainly 
N ee of my ſecretʒ 


or 


G R OV E, G. 6g 
or rather the ſecret of Sir Charles: 
little does the poor baronet imagine 
how intimately I am acquainted 
with his flame ! how I ſhall enjoy 
their firſt interview, Lucy f But 
whither am I rambling ? it is almoſt 
an hour paſt midnight, and yawn, 
you yup en your 


Fina. 
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A Whole bai ſearch, and not 
the moſt trfling intelligence of our 
lovely fugitive; my friend I fear 
has been equally unſucceſsful : what 
meaſures muſt we take to diſcover 
her! my uncle is every day prefling 
me to fulfil my engagement with 
Elmira; I have neither reſolution 
to acquaint him with the cauſe of 
my evaſions, nor inclination to alter 
my ſituation; even though I was 
ure never more to find Jeflica, 
© | would 
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would it not be the greateſt injuſtice 
in me to marry Miſs Rumney 7 ſhe 
has a heart ſuſceptible of the moſt 
tender ſentiments, and all the re- 
turn I ſhould be capable of making, 
would be a ſang froid that muſt 
embitter all her - happineſs. | This 
morning Mrs. Aſhton, with a half 
gay, half ſerious air, propoſed a 
maſked ball in honour to an ap- 
proaching joyful ceremony. We 
ſhall not now, 1 imagine, be very 
long, Sir Charles, before we have 
the happineſs of wiſhing. you joy 
on your | marriage; I have been 


telling Elmira that we muſt hate a 
maſked ball on the occaſion, . Miſs 
Runiney bluſhed, but, if I am not 
greatly miſtaken, vety much en- 
joyed my confuſion. You muſt 

| know, 
/ 


6 HADLEIGH 
know, Frederick, I have never yet 
mentioned to her a ſyllable: on the 
ſubject; what the devil muſt ſhe 
think of me? fince breakfaſt my 
uncle has ſent for her to his ſtudy; 
Mrs. Afton is of the privy - council; 
it will be my turn next, ſo, in order 
to compoſe. my ſcattered thoughts, 
I will walk into the * 


I Continuation. 


1 an ods eee dut ſhe 
fall be humoured. As I was 
walking ſeriouſly in a cloſe grove 

bebind the houſe, Elmira, with a 
face expreſſire of uncommon plea- 

ſure, advanced with haſty ſteps to 
meet me. My guardian waits to 
Ok with you, Sir Charles ; I have 


been 
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been cloſe ted this half hour, andcas 
1-was not quite perfect in my Own 
leſſon, am come to give you ſore 
few inſtructions before you attend 


che privy=council; Come, you muſt 


look upon me as your uncle; i am 
going to aſk you your catechire, 
In the firſt place, Sir, do you re- 
member on what conditions your 
ny "A mu WN 


5 1 * perfectly, sir; 3 nes to 
think where this would end, but 
determined to go through my exa- 
mination with as much gravity as 
her ladyſhip. And are you dif] 
to accept the hand which was def- 
tined you by the will of an indul- 
gent father? come, no equiyocations, 
bigs, I was a little embarraſſed, 
your 


vivacity, ſo aſhamed of my diſin- 
_ that I remained entirely 
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your aunt tells me ſhe has diſcovered 
an unuſual:coldneſs in your: beha- 
viour to Elmira. Do you conſider, 
Sir Charles, what an immenſe for- 


tune you will receive from this alli> 


ance ?. forty thouſand. pounds is n0 
inconſiderable ſum; and when: put 
in competition with that whieh you 
will loſe by an alllance with ano- 
ther, is, let me tell you, worthy 
your moſt ſerious conſideration. Do 


not you thipk I have acted my part 
well? burſting into a loud laugh 
before I had time to anſwer her; 
theſe,. my Friend, are the queſtions 
_ a een to. anſwer, 1 2941 


13 2UGIAE OS 
Bo was. 10 3 ined at her 


ſpeechleſs. 
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ſpeechleſs. Come, lay aſide your 
aſtoniſhment; I can forgive incon- 
ſtancy, when the cauſe is ſo truly 
amiable ; but remember, Sir Charles, 
I ſhall expect the honour of a re- 
fuſal. What till filent ! for hea- 
ven's 2 _ Friend, reſume your 
32 eic 49. bal gelt 


1 ” < 
* » — 


eee ee 
There is ſomething, my dear 
Miſs Rumney, ſo extremely enig- 
matical in your behaviour, that it at 
once confounds and aſtoniſhes 1 me. 
| ed 200 22m 2:43.vd .; | 
Indeed! what then will you think, 
when I tell you that I have not yet 
half ſurprized you? I am convinced, 
Sir Charles, that your late tour has 
rendered you incapable to fulfil ydur 
engagements with that honour for 
X which 
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which you have always been diſtin- 
guiſhed ; I releaſe, you from them, 
but that I am ſenſible will be in- 
ſufficient to compleat your happi- 
neſs. The gentleman to whom 
your father bequeathed the greateſt 
part of your eſtate, in caſe you re- 
fuſed the lady of his choice, will, 
without doubt, aſſert his right, 
when he finds you have placed your 
affections on another object; but, 


to avoid that inconveniency, I muſt 


give you an open refuſal of my 
hand; by that means one half of 
my fortune will be forfeited, but I 
am not in the leaſt doubtful. of the 
| ge of Sir ee ape 


ieee e 2241 broke 
ing her'to my boſom; a liberty 1 
had 
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bad never taken when in the cha- 
rafter of her lover. Vout beha- 
viour, my dear Miſs Rumney, is 
worthy only of a perſon whoſe ideas 
are as exalted 'as your oπ&ñ;; you 
have by ſome unthought of and un- 
common means, diſcovered: a ſecret, 
which I know it was ungenerous in 
me to conceal ; you pity and: forgive 
my weakneſs. What return ſhall 
I make for this ſuperlative goodneſs ? 
Be ingenuous, Sir Charles; look 
upon me as your friend; and tell 
me if the fair fruiterer is acquainted 
with your paſſion? For heaven's 
ſake, my dear Elmira, with what 
familiar do you _ converſe? With 
yourſelf, my Friend, taking out the 
copy of a letter which 1 knew-to be 
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my own writing 1. by accident, 
found this paper, the morning that 
you ſet out for Northamptonſhire. 


There now needed no farther ex- 
planation. Without any abridg- 
ment, I gave her an account of 
every thing that happened to me at 
Paris, and entreated her aſſiſtance in 
diſcovering the fair Jeſſica. 


I ſhall in a few weeks, Sir Charles, 

be entirely at your ſervice; but 

muſt firſt inſiſt upon your accom- 
panying me on an excurſion to Had- 
leigh, and that while we are there, 
your behaviour to me may be ſuch 
as it would, had you intended me 
the honour of your hand; there are 
| | a beau- 
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a beautiful group of females) now 
aſſembled at the grove, but what- 
ever are your ſentiments of them, 
I muſt infiſt upon your obſerving a 
perfect indifference to every one but 
r 


Something rather particular in 
this ſcheme, Frederick; but I have 
however promiſed to pay an im- 
plicit obedience to her will. Next 
week we are to ſet out on an expe- 
dition, and when we return, I am 
to haſten our ſo much talked- of 
marriage. Haſten it, my Friend, 
on purpoſe to have the pleaſure of 
a refuſal. An odd fancy, is it not? 
but it is the will of a female. I am 


Vor- II. ID gfing 
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going to attend my fair friend: in a 


3 11 1 of 


24a < 31 
Believe me your's 


moſt faithfully, 
$3 3 £53- 3 
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AsRTON HALL, 
3 1 ſix o clock. 


1 is nothing, Eucy, con 
tributes ſo much to Happineſs as the 
thoughts of conferring it on others. 
Since I have contrived this whim- 
fical method of reftoring Sir Charles 
to the fight of his long loſt charmer, 
J have'felt a greater degree of ſere- 
nity than I ever before experienced. 
The thoughts of remaining the un- 
diſputed property of Colonel Mont- 
fort, you will perhaps think in a fat 
ziel E 2 greate 
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greater meaſure contributes to 
repoſe ; I will not deny, Lucy, that 
a few plealing ideas crowd upon my 
thoughts, when I make that ſame 
animal the ſübject ef my - medita- 
tions; but I aſſure you it is not 
without the higheſt ſatisfaction that 
I reflect on the pleaſure which will 
inſpire the heart of Davers, when 
he firſt. beholds his lovely Jeſſy; 
beholds her in a ſituation ſo much 
ſuperior to what he 81 ns- 


55 my laſt I gave you the whale 
account of our whimſical tete - a- tete, 
we have ever ſince been quite inſe- 
parable. Mr. and Mrs. Aſhton are 
more joyous than it is poſſible to 


conceive, bat they, cannot, with all 


their Fi a the canſe af 
; HT this 
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this ſudden alteration. ''I have pro- 
miſed to accompany the good ſoul 
in a walk before breakfaſt; J ſee 
bim now in the gardens. Adieu, 
Luey, in haſte I throw aide boy 
"ou to dan | 


#. 4/8/#  # „% „ „60 
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- What would 1 have given; Lucy, 
hike you had been with us this 
morning ! As the love-fick baronet 
and your Elmira were rambling arm 
in arm through a large meadow, at 
the back of this noble manſion, who 
ſhould they eſpy but the two lovely 
Homeſpuns trampling among the 
higheſt of the graſs!''We ſtobd. ſome 
minutes amazed, to think © what 
0 be their indueement for walk - 
| E 3 ing 
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ing in the: midſt of the dew, whey 
I obſerved one of them toap, and 
taking a blade of graſs, held it over 
the mouth of a bottle. I then te- 
collected chat it was May, and on a 
nearer view found they Were verify 
ing the account given of them by 
Mr. Dimoak's corre ſpondent. As 
ſoon as they ſaw us, Miſs Kitty came 
running towards us with the gresteſt 
ſpeed, but her foot unduckily catch - 
ing in the graſe, the fell at her full 
length, and, O, dire miſchance ! 
broke the N precious bottle againſt a 
miſchievous pebble. | Sir, Charles, 
like a true knight. errant, flew to 
her aſſiſtance, I followed, but on 
raiſing her from the ground, never 
was ſo droll a ſight exhibited ;/ het 


gown, and apron were draggled up 
to 
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to the waiſt, and her petticoat, 
which was of fine French quilting, 
was adorned with a flounce of dirt 
above a quarter deep ; her ſhoes 
and ſtockings were of the ſame de- 
licate hue, and to compleat the pie · 
ture, her bonnet and cap had ſlipped 
off in the ſcuffle, and left her ebony 
trefſes banging in wild il on 
her ſhoulders. EF Ot 


O gemini ! cried the act Jled 
ideot, as ſoon as ſhe diſcovered her 
ſituation, how unfortunate I have 
been, Miſs Rumney, I. have been 
four mornings in gathering no more 
than that little bottle full, of dew. 
| aut then her fiſter res in the 


3 


«id E 4 Kitty, 


88 HADLEIGH 
Kitty, that you have ſpilt it, that 
comes of your bragging, it was but 
two of three minutes ago that you 
gave yourſelf airs, and ſaid you 
had got half a bottle full more than 
me. 


Ass Sir Charles had never before 
the honour of ſeeing theſe uncouth 
damſels, this whimſical ſcene af- 
ſorded him infinite diverſion. As 
ſoon as they were out of ſight, we 
gave free ſcope to our mirth, and in- 
deed could hardly reſtrain it while 
in their preſence. In a few days, 
Lucy, we are to ſet out on our in- 
tended excurſion: do you think it 
will be poſſible for the baronet to 
obſerve une the rules which l 
on have 
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have laid down for him? meet with 
whatever temptations he will, all 
his aſſiduities are to be confined to 
my ladyſhip ; on theſe terms, and 
theſe only; Ihave promiſed to aſſiſt 
him t in the [ TECOVETY; of. his {Joſt 

Jeſſica. As tho dear. girl is 2 
unacquainted with his paſſion, I 
think it- is highly improbable that 

he ſhould, on diſcovering her, break 
out into any violent extrayagancies. . - 

Such an indiſcreet procedure would 
entirely :diſconcert our meaſures; to 
carry it; through, with an, ap- 

pearance of honour, he muſt. ap- 
pear perfectly indifferent to all 
the ſex but his Elmita; but when 
I. have given bim an, abſolute: 
acta, he _ without obſtruc- - 


E 5, tions, K 


| 
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tions, lay ſiege to . e ee ow _— 
choice.” 1 2cfOULL 
Ango YC 0] 973 esd EN 
How alin Euey, would: 
be the honeſt ' ſoul, if he had the 
leaſt ſuſpicion! of of ihe joyful ſurpriſe 
be is ſoon to meet with, every tedi- 


_ ons minute would be fpent in anti- 


cipating approaching happineſs ; 1 
_ Hould' be peftered to death with his 


5 grateful effuſtons. A formal group 


of old Grecians, and antiquated 
Dowagers, coming up the walk; 
what on earth, Lucy, can bring 


them here fo early in the morning ? 


in full dreſs too : ſomething more 
than common 1s certainly in agita- 
tion. I am dying with impatience 


to be acquainted with the cauſe of 


this extraordinary viſit; I can write 
no 
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no more; this ſame curioſity is too 
powerful to ſuffer me to remain any 


longer cloſeted. eh 3 EY: 
| | Ever your's, 


v. _— 
" + * 5 
E. RUM. 
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Die Same to the Same. 


Vo U are” ſenſible, my deareſt 
Lucy, that ſuperſtition can never 
be ranked among the number of 
your Elmira's foibles. What then 
will you think of me, when I tell 
you that a dream has affected me 
in the moſt uncommon manner ? 
As 1 was but in my ſecond year 
when the cruel ſeas deprived me of 
a mother, it cannot be ſuppoſed that 
I ſhould be able to form any idea of 
her perſon. I have frequently, with 
ſtreaming eyes, liſtened to my guar- 

_ Gian, while he related the mournſul 
| tale 
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tale of their unhappy. fate: I ſay 
this, my Luey, becauſe with'that 
amiable: parent periſhed: an infant 
filter, My-father, though he eſcaped 


a watery grave,. ſurvived but to find 
himſelf-the moſt wretched of man- 
kind, and it was with the greateſt 
difficulty his friends perſuaded him 
to. live for his Elmira: he bad 
vainly imagined that the happineſs 
ariſing from a union of virtuous 
hearts, was ſufficient to enable him 
to ſupport, unmoved, the moſt eruel 
ſtrokes of adverſe fortune: Let fate, 
would he frequently exclaim in the 
tranſports of his exulting heart, de- 
prive me of every earthly bleſſing 
but my Sophia, and F' hall yet: be 
-rich, richer far than the moſt weal- 
thy monarch. In her was ſummed 


up 
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vp: all his earthly good, and ſhe, 
while living, was the only: deity he 
worſhiped; The death of a rich 
relation at Florence, who had be- 
queathed them a conſiderable part 
of his fortune, called this happy. 
pair from their native country. I, 
the firſt pledge of their mutual af- 
fection, was then not quite two years 
old, my mama was juſt recovered 
from the birth of her ſecond, and 
as ſhe had ever looked upon it as one 
of the grand points of female vir- 
tue to diſcharge the facred duties of 
a mother, her infant daughter be- 
eame the companion of her voyage: 
my father fearing the fatigue would 
be too much for the delicate conſti- 
tution of his Sophia, perſuaded ber 


in vain to leave the lovely charge in 
England; 
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England;; the relation to whoſe care 


L was intruſted, joined in the te- 
queſt, but the amiable woman 


would liſtem only to 2 voice of: 


. 


Wbo truſts her nurſling to another, 
A parent ſhe, but not a mother. 


in e 0 ant in bios 
This fatal voyage deprived them 
both of life :- my father, and three 
- more. gentlemen, eſcaped the ſame 
unhappy fate by ſwimming, to a 
neighbouring creek. ;, but every. fe- 
male paſſenger, and. above. id 


men, e in the weck. 


e 


Sa gays 7 the gen- 


| damen could prevail on their diſc con- 
ſolate friend to purſue his voyage ; 
a total 


1 
1 
J 
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a total inactivity had taken poſſef- 
ſion of his ſenſes ; fortune appeared 
a conſideration beneath his notice 
with his Sophia was buried ent 
Rope of happineſs. 4 


188 


In vain did they remind him that 

he had ſtill one precious pledge that 
required the hand of an aſſiduous 

care: he intreated them to leave 
him. Provide for your own paſſage 

my Friends, ſince I have leſt all that 
rendered life 'defireable; I will finiſh 
the remainder of my wretched, days 
in bewailing my Sophia; this deſo- 
late iſland is beſt adapted te a wreteh 

like me! Reaſon, and their repeated 

| "perſuaſions, at length however re- 
ſtored him tô himſelf, and the wor- 


: thy friends who had expriſſed fuch | 
warm 
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warm concern for the welfare of 
my father, accompanied him to 
Florence. As Mr. Afhton is one 
of them, you cannot wonder, my 
Lucy, that his gratitude ended not 
with his life: Sir Charles Davers, 
the brother of Mrs. Aſhton, was 
another, and the third of theſe 
worthy men a diſtant relation of 
my mama; the latter died during 
their reſidence at Florence, and the 
two former returned with him to 
England. Sir Charles and my fa- 
ther lived about five years after this 
fatal voyage, and at their death be- 
queathed each of them an infant 
charge to the r of their ſurviv- 
eee | ra 9511 THF, -- 7 
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he is to attend me to Lady Oſwald's; 


© HADLEIOGH 


But to return to my dream. 1 
have this night, my Dear, beheld 
the ſhade of à parent; of whom 1 
have nut the flighteft remembrance ; 
ihe proefefited: me a, ſiſter, the lovely 
me to dove her, vuniſhed from my 
eyes in a cloud of tranſparent ether. 
The ray of light which ſurroumded 
her, ſhane ſo reſplendent in my 
chamber that it awoke me feotn 
my flumber, and it was | ſome 
minutes before I could . perſuade 


aa felf but che e e 
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— comes 85 Charles t. this, 
Lucy, is the auſpicious. morn that 


the 
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the youth appears Quite im patient 
to be going ; inſtindt oertainly in- 
forms bim that he is there to.mect 
his fellow foul. I am jwt going 
to equip myſelf in my travelling 
garb,” my Friend, leave me a few 

moments, and I ſhall be ready to 


attend you. | 4 


There, Lucy, I have finiſhed. 
the duties of the toilette, tell me, 
am I not perfectly irreſiſtable ? A 
white lutſtring jeſuit, trimmed - 
with blond lace, and a fine chip 
hat, with pale pink ribbons, is a 
dreſs, of all others, moſt becom- 
ing the perſon of your "Elmira; 
I really could not find it in my 
heart to wear any thing elſe z but 

adieu, 


| 
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A «good journey to you,” cries my 
Lucy. For ſelf and ſwaln 1 thank 
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the child. 
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LrrrIE de ad 1 — when I 
laſt wrote to you, that what 1 
am going to acquaint you with 


would be the ſubject of my next 


letter. : Jeſſica, | when found, © is 
your's my Friend: from this mo- 
ment I reſign all title to that match- 
leſs beauty. What! cries my aſto- 
niſhed Charles, can have occaſioned 


this ſtrange revolution in the bos 


Fettisck | ſom 
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ſom of De Fal? has he found out 
ſome new charmer, or is the lovely 
maid leſs worthy of his paſſion ? 
Before I anſwer* thefe queſtions, I 
muſt inform my friend of an un- 
common adventure that has hap- 
pened to me ſince I have been at 
Turin. If you remember, I parted 
from my valet a few days before 
you left the caſtle: the evening 
preceding that in which. we ſet out 
on our ſeparate peregrinations, a 
young fellow, who pretended he 
came from Paris, offered himſelf as 
a candidate for the place; his ap- 
pearance was rather effeminate, but 
there was a nameleſs ſomething in 
his countenance that prejudiced me 
greatly in his favour. In ſhort, with- 
out any Further; oonſideration Ihired 


him, 


him, and he fulfilled. the, ſeveral 
duties of his poſt with a diligence 
that rendered him far more valua- 
ble than any ſetvant I had ever 
yet; met with. When, I had been 
rather more than a week in Italy, 
a. Spaniſh nobleman came with his 
family to reſide. a few months at 
Turin. Accident very ſoon, intro- 
duced us to each other; and after a 
ſhort acquaintance the friendſhip on 
both ſides became reciprocal. The 
Count had a daughter in whom was 


ſummed up all the graces of her ſex, 


Donna Iſabella was not more than 
lixteen, her perſon, by every one 
who beheld her, was ſtiled en+ 
chanting ; and her converſation was 


brightened by the moſt engaging | 


vivacity. When I had been a few 


times 


. 
N 


» 
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times at the hotel; her father in 
terms of friendſhip and politeneſs 
propoſed an alliance between us; I 
ſtared at the propoſal, no one could 
be more ſenſible of the young lady 's 
perfections, but 1 had an image in 
my breaſt that had entirely ſecured 
me from the power of her charms. 
The Count took no notiee of my 
confuſion, but attributing my ſi- 
lence to modeſty, looked upon him- 
ſelf already as my father, and on 
my next viſit introduced me to „nis 


er as a lover. 2 (; 


x Bad 
Gueſs how ee I muſt 
look; complaiſance would not ſuf- 


fer me to acquaint the lovely Iſa- 
bella that the Count had miſtaken 


my mende for acquieſence. I treat- 


. : 
* 
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ed her with all that reſpe& which is 


due to an amiable object; but de- 
termined to leave Turin as ſoon as 
I' had finiſhed the buſineſs which 
detained - me. During this mock 
courtſhip, for the young lady ap- 
peared no more affected with the 
belle paſſion than myſelf: the Mar- 
quis De N==— arrived at her fa- 
ther's: the firſt glance from the 
fine eyes of Iſabella deprived him 


of his liberty': he ſighed, he gazed, 4B 


every word, every action, breathed 
the wiſhes of his ſoul 
with pleaſure the me flame; 
and fincerely wiſhed it might dif- 
fuſe itſelf to the boſom of my miſ- 
treſs. As it is not always poſſible 
to tead in the countenance what 
paſſes in the ſoul: the Marquiſs 

n _F unſor- 


/ 
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unfortunately looked upon me as 
his rival; and finding Iſabella re- 
mained inſenſible to the tender 
glances he beſtbwed on her, vey 
gallantly reſolved! to wreck his 
vengeance in the e i * 
friends BAH vom on by: 
M 587 wm ed roilthg "_ 
As We had ever ;behaved to each 
other with the moſt profound re- 
ſpect. I had not the leaſt ſuſpi- 


cion of the honbur he intended me. 


But going home from the Count's 


: very, late one evening, I found my- 


ſelf. ſurrounded with bravos, and 
notwithſtanding the valour with 
which 1 defended myſelf, ſhould 
certainly have, fallen a victim to his 
jealouſy if my; faithful Ferdinand 
had not exerted Ns my der 

{ fence. 
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fence. In proportion as my eb. 
rage diminiſhed, his ſeemed to en- 
creaſe: I was juſt ſinking with the 
loſs of blood, when, with a valour 
that was quite aſtoniſhing, in a per- 
ſon who had been ſo little uſed to 
arms, he diſarmed two of the rufſi- 
ans and laid them weltering at his 
feet. He then led me to my lodg- 
ings, and after conveying me to my 
chamber, fle- immediately for a 
ſurgeon: though my wounds were 
ſlight, the loſs of blood which I had 
ſuſtained: threwime inte a fever, and 
it was ſome days defore I was able 
to leave my bed: during my con- 
finement the truſty youth was ne- 
ver abſent a moment from my ſide; 
he tame my mm and 

Be * 2 watched 
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watched over me with all the ten- 
OA of a ane. 


Ds. gat, oy 3 I was 2 0 
tating in what manner I ſhould. 
reward his faithful ſervices: 
chancing to glance my eyes to- 
wards the place where he fat, I 
obſerved his face bedewed with 
tears, and in a moment diſco- ; 
vered, what, had never before en- 
tered my ſhallow. brains, though 
every circuinſtance | concurred to 
confirm it, that Ferdinand was ſome 
loyely female in diſguiſe. That I 
might not overwhelm. her with con- 
fuſion, I kept this diſcovery to my- 
ſelf, and determined to behave as 
uſual. till ſome favourable minute 


confirmed me in my ſuſpicions, and 
diſcloſed 
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diſcloſed the true cauſe of this he- 
roic ſcheme. Reinen 5 36 


When the mt cated; ke 
acquainted me it was requiſite to 
breathe a vein, and ordering the ne- 
ceſſary apparatus he immediately 
- performed the operation; the fair 
unknown was appointed to hold the 
baſon which received the purple 
ſtream; and notwithſtanding the 
frequent changes of her counte- 
nance, maintained her' paſt with the 
| reſolution of a ſtoic. About an 
hour after the departure of the aps- 
thecary, by an unluckyblow againſt. 
the bed - poſt I ſet my arm a bleed - 
ing. Ferdinand was then in an ad- 
Joining room giving directions for 
90 l I called ti him dna 
2 faint 

| 
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faint yoige, and catching up the 
ſheet, endeavoured to aſſuage the 
blood. No ſooner did the lovely 
| hervine. enter my appartment than 
caſting a look towards the bed, and 
uttering a loud ſhriek, ſhe fell 
. ſenſgleſs on the floor. Reſolved if 
poſſible to ſave her from the confu- 
ſion of a diſcovery before the ſer- 
vants, I tied a handkerchief round 
my arm, and flipping on a night- 
gon flewy to her aſſiſtance. After 
ſprinkling her face with water, and 
rubbing! her - temples and forehead 
with eau; de luce ſhe began to re- 
vive, but was ſome minutes before 
eee the power of ſpeech, 


1 + Ale cue of youſelf, Monſieur, 


Lam vwelb $azing round her, that 


431 al "| arm ! 
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arm l O, L eannot bear to ſee the 
blood I I raiſed her gently from the 
ground, and. placing her on a ſofa 
reclined the trembling charmer on 
my boſom. Be compoſed, Madam, 
Jam nom quite out of danger : the 
fright” has ſtopt my bleeding: bet 
may I not, taking her hand in 
mine, be 29quainted with the name 
of 2 lady to whom I am indebted 
for the preſerv ation of my le 01 
vn noqu odi 229mGom 158! 1 n 
1 it, poſſible that De Fal, fetch- 
ing a deep ſigh, ſhould- have for- 
gotten the features of the weak, un- 
fortunate ] LA Roch. O, Sir, par- 
don! pity, a Meakneſs that its was 
dot in the power af reaſon to oves- 
come, and 3 do 2004. hate 
om: ow to 12909 gd ui 30 ei 115 
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It is that amiable woman ! cried 
I, prefling her to my boſom, while 
* gazed ſtedfaſtly on her languid 
face. Ves, no other could have 
been capable of fuch generous and 
diſintereſted affection; and by what 
ſecret ſprings I was actuated, 
Charles, Fknow not, but throwing 
' myſelf at her feet, I made her an 
immediate tender of my hand and 
fortune. The idea of the fair Jeſ- 


 fica at that moment ruſhed upon my 


memory; but gratitude gained the 
entire aſcendancy. La Roch never 
before had appeared half ſo lovely, 
- ſhe had hazarded her life for my 
ſake; could I in honout refuſe to 
employ the remainder of mine in 
the promoting of her happineſs ? 
It is not in the power of words to 
. gi expreſs 


expreſs the pleaſure that ſparkled in 
her eyes, when ſhe beheld me with 
reſpectful tenderneſs, ſuing for the 
honour of her hand ; but reſuming 
an ait of langour. No, Monſicur, 
it is an object worthy your eſteem, 
after having been guilty of ſuch 2 
J man! & dB ſtep l. 709 
A1 : At. 40 
| You was ever, my - dw gene- 
rous Girl, the object of De Fal's . 
eſteem. Love was till: this hour a 
ſtranger to my breaſt, hut the re- 
ſpect which 1 before. entertained : 
for the virtuous, , and beautifyl, La. 
Roche, is now ripened- into the 
moſt difintereſted., and ſincereſt ꝓaſ- 
ſion. Thus by ths ſoothing powers 
of eloquence and love, I; reſtored 
the dear girl to a ſtate of ſerenity / 
137 FS; and 
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and oompolure but to prevent ſuf- 
pleionNamong! the ſervants, it 'was 
-condluded''that the ſhould continue 
in dey's elothes till I left Turin; 
and then under the pretence of a 
quarrel, I am to part with my valet, 
andi meeting with Mademoiſelle La 
Roche by actident, inſiſt upon her 
accompanying me to the caſtle in 
my carviages/ 7 7) 7 
21 o . % | | 
7 This, as from hays ROPER viſits 
to my ſiſter, ſhe is no ſtranger to 
my ſervants, will be the only me- 
 *thod to prevent a diſcovery and at 
che ſame time will render my 3 
- ney far more agreeable than 
would, was ſhe to continue me 
"ha her Om character. 
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You now ſee, my Friend, that at 
a time I leaſt thought of it, I am 
going to enter the liſt of domeſtic 
animals. If fortune ſhould coriduct 
you to the retreat of your Jeſſica, 
ſans reſpect io birth, or fortune, 
follow my example — without eig 
ther, the is worthy the cepter of 4 
monareh.. It wal "be "hes to- 
tell Sir Charles Dae, that he and | 
every one who Jas the honour of | 
being his friend, n be ever wel- 
| come, viſit itors at the caſtle of him. 
| who is with ur eig ne Teh 4 
. nt Boy e 89179 ov ο 
Ait Four unalter able n 
£07 nige bn mi tn u 0 
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On. my 13 what a pleaſing ! 
what an inchanting diſcovery ſ ne- 
ver more tell me that, there 1 is no- 
thing! in dreams ] Jeflica, the virtu- 
ous, amiable Jeflica i is the ſiſter of 
your Elmira. If I can compoſe my 
fluttered, oyous ſenſes, 1 will en- 
deavour 5 inform you in what 
man ner I made this agreeable diſ- 
covery, but muſt firſt acquaint you 
with the philoſophy of my ſwain's 
behaviour. On our firſt arrival at 
che * SORE Oſwald was ſet out 


2 35 On 
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on a charitable camble,, attended by 
Miſs Chetwyn, and Jeſſica; Miſs 
F aulkner, and Miſs Holgate met, us 
in the .court ; take. care. my. friend, 
cried I, gaily, - as they advanced, 
this hour, this very hour will be fa- 
tal to your heart, and without wait- 
.ivg for my hero, I gave eachi of 
them a hand, and ſprung out of the 

Phaeton you may now drive back 
again, Sir Charles, I have no lr 
ther occaſion for You, laughing,” 


3 
© Mighty, pretty, Jndeed J cries. 


the lively Clara. What abject crea» 
tures this ſame love make us I. no 
no, Sir Charles, in ſpite of this lit- 
tle divinity I ſhall inſiſt upon your 
becoming our viſitos. Thomas, 
an to the footman, conduct this 


gen- 
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gentleman's: fervant to 'the coach. 
houſe. On our entrance in the ſa- 
Toon, the good girls begar to rally 
us on the ſubject * of out marriage, 
and, with an dir of gaiety intreated 
the honour of being bride-maids ; 
that you may depend on, Ladies, 
eried my ſwain, taking each of 
them by the hand, but the fair El- 
mira, has ſuch an averſion to matri- 
mony, that I fear it will be ſome: 
time before I can prevail. on her to 
figure in the character of Lady Pa- 
vers; you have eloquence, Ladies, 
plead the cauſe of an impatient 
_ FI my 
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If 1 might prevail, replies Miſe - 
 Holgate, Mifs Rumney ſhould figure 
es a bride this very afternoon ;_ 
your drefs my Dear is juſt — | 
to the ſolemn farce. en 


Jut then the ladies returned 
from their excurſion ; Sir Charles 
was too much engaged in cogver- 
fation to obſerve' them; untill they 
had reached the middle of the ſa- 
loon, when turning to pay his 
- compliments, the firſt object that 
| truck his eyes, was his long loſt 
fair. A 8 1 gen 
ed i 
To deſcribe the various emotions 
which agitated his manly face, 
would puzzle even the pen of an 
hiſtorian, but recollectinghis promiſe 


1 to 
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to my ladyſhip, he had however the 
reſolution to compoſe his features, 
and without taking any particular 
notice of Jeſſica, entered into a 
lively chat. The dear girl bluſhed 
when he firſt addreſſed them, but 
her artleſs countenance plainly 
ſhewed it was more. owing to my 
former queſtions, than any. partial 
ſentiments, ſhe entertained in his 
favour. His expreſſive eyes ſeemed to 
ſpeak love every time they met mine. 
What ſtrange. reverſe. of fortune, 
4 brought my angel to this ſeat of 
happineſs! Oh! Miſs Rumney! 
you have made me the Rappict of: 
a ſex! 


: Thoſe of your. Elmica, ;eplied,. 
in the lame intelligible language, 
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be cautious, Sir Charles, the. ſue- 
ceſs of our ſcheme depends wholly 
on ene en YL 


* 
Ti» 11163111199 30 


He carefully oed their 1 
ane. for during the vhole day not 
a ſingle glance ot ſentence pointed, 
out a diſcovery of his ſentiments: 
the reſpectful tenderneſs with which 
he treated me, muſt have blinded 
the eyes of the moſt judicious per- 
ſon alive z not one among them (ex- 
cept Miſs Chetwyn) but who 
thought our marriage. was within a 


few weeks of being ſolemnizec; 


Lady Oſwald, even went ſo far as 
to con gratulate us on our approach 
ing happineſs, and declared: ſhe 
would do herſelf the pleaſure of be- 
5 þ ing preſent at the nuptials.. My 
Wal Phi | 
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- phjloſ6pher;: returned all choir ral- 
lery with a gaiety that quite aſto- 
niſned me. You know, "Lucy, 
notwithſtanding my promiſe, it 
was now in my power to habe re- 
venged myſelf for his inconſtancy, 
but the good ſouls ſeemed to think 
himſelf quite ſecure of à refuſal. 
The day after our lartival at the 
grove, ber ladyſhip give 4 rural 
ball in honour of her viſitors 3 all 
the neighbouring families were 
invited, and among the reſt my 
gay Colonel. As the young ladies 
: were: employed the greateſt part of 
the morning in giving directions 
for the entortainment, and ſetting 
out the deſert; I gained à releaſe 
for Miſs Chetwyn, and taking Sir 
n for our eſoort, we walked 
114% intu N 


6 HQ V. B, & 2275 
into the . Upon. our ſwains 
obſerving i it was a fine, morning for 
fiſhing, Fanny was ſent for a ſervant 
to bring the tackle, and bending-otr 
_ courſe towards the river, we amuſed 
ourſelves in angling till dinner. As 
we were fitting on the bank, I ob- 
ſerved ſomething ſhine on the other 
fide of the water, curioſity prompted 
me to ſee what it was; when I had 
expreſſed my wiſhes to my compa- 
nions, Sir Charles aroſe, and-ſcam= 
 pering round the canal, returned in | 
a few moments with the glittering 
prize. It was a Morocco packet- 
book, Lucy, ornamented with an 
| elegant gold claſp; as it was pre- 
ſented to my ladyſhip, 1 took the 
liberty of opening it, and on the 
ek page beheld in a pretty Italian 
band 
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hand, Sophia Rumney, and un- ; 


derneath it the. ra lines : 


- a6. Shun ii dmbition that deluſive "I 
w Whichtends each meteor paſſion to inſpire; 
For ſage experience. but too plainly ſhows, 
Who dream of glories often wake to woes, 
„While unambitious thoughts, your mind 
<« employ, 
I beer leur: and only wakelo joy.” 


Judge, my Friend, how violent 20 
de my agitation and aſtoniſhment, 
to behold the name and characters 
of a parent who had been above 
" fixteen years rank'd among the 
dead. Several memorandums that 
were dated from the time my 
mama left England, plainly con- 
| firmed me in the belief that it was 
bers, but how, or by whom it 
a | is . 
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could be conveyed to chat plate 4 
was a myſtery that not one of us 
could explain. When we returned 
to the houſe, I related my little ad- 


venture to Lady Ofwald, and was 


juſt drawing the precious reli 


from my pocket, when Jeſſica and 


Miſs Holgate, entered the appart- 
ment with a large baſket of ſtraw- 
berries. Come hither, Children, 
cried her ladyſhip, ſee how fortu- 
nate, Miſs Rumney has been this 


morning. They both immediately 


advanced, and no ſooner had Jeſ- 
ſica, caſt her eyes on the pocket - 
book, than her fine face was diffuſ- 


ed with bluſhes. Do you know the 


owner of it, Jeſly? aſks Miſs Hol- 
gate, you look my Dear, as if yaw! 


2 had ſeen it before. 


k in 9 
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It is mine, Ladies,  blaſhing 

ſtill more deeply, I drapt it yeſter- 

day in our walk to the cottages. 


Yours! exclaimed I, tell me my 
Dear Jeſſica, by what means came 
your poſlefied of it? 


The dear girl appeared greatly 
embarraſſed, but reſuming her 
compofure: Vour queſtion is ſuch, 
Miſs Rumney, that may juſtly 
claim an immediate anſwer, it is a 
ſubject I would rather have wiſhed 
to have evaded, but as you have 
without doubt fome particular rea- 
ſons for aſking it; I ſhall without 
any heſitation acquaint you, that 
the pocket- book you have now in 
- Fo hand, and a few other trifles © 


are 


* 
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are my only remembrancers of an 
amiable parent, who died during 
my infancy. I thought my Dear, 
interrupted Lady Oſwald, your pa- 
rents had BY . i avid | 


1 wilhed * Deareſt Madam, 
to undeceive you, the good old man 
to whom Jowe the advantages of a 
virtuous education, was a native of 
Paris, but thoſe from whom I de- 
rived my birth were of Engliſh ex- 
traction, and born of affluent for- 
toad. ! it XM zi 1 0d 21 

A oat leiten gisch i 

Speak, my Dear Jeſſica! ex- 
claimed I. the tears ſtarting in my 
eyes, was that your mama, whoſe 
name is wrote in this poeket book? 
| but 2”: do I aſk ? it cannot be! 
1 | that 


12: HAD LE IG H 
that amiable woman, has Ae n. 
ben in 1K rage decp. 
Di Wente ' 
1f I am not OE miſtaken, 
Jeſſy, ſays her ladyſhip, Miſs :Rum- | 
ney is nearly intereſted in your 
hiſtory; was you the only child 
your parents had ? no, Madam, I 
was the youngeſt of two daughters ; 
Mira the eldeſt was left in England 
vhile my father ſet out on a voyage 
to Florence, een — 


It is if it is my lter! Oh, 
Jeſſica ! throwing myſelf into her 
arms, by what unheard of miracle, 
did you eſcape a watry grave ? the 
ſurprize and joy, were too power- 
ful for my ſpirits, I fainted in her 
| arms: during this affliing'ſcene, 

. Sir 
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Sir Charles entered the ſaloon, 
without aſking any queſtions, he 
flew back for ſome water, ſprink- 
ling it plentifully on my face, in a 
few moments I recovered, as ſoon 
as I was able to ſpeak, I took the 
hand/of my new found ſiſter, and 
preſenting it to Sir Charles, love 
her my Friend, you loved her be- 
fore on her own account, you muſt 
now love her on mine: my ſpirits 
were in ſuch a tremour, I hardly 
knew what J ſaid. Sir Charles ap- 
peared quite aſtoniſhed at my beha · 
viour, but took the profered hand, 
and raiſing it to his lips, teſtiſied 
huis . oke n 
* FL: bf {nt 
2 This 1 girl. is and aller, Sir, 
tell him, Good Folks, my joy will 
Vol. II. WM; not 
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not On, me to explain. my 
ſelf. "NE Vir 88 Hin os 
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Poor Abs d dlugict ik: ſeheler: 


when 1 laid my injunRions-on Sir. 


Charles to love her, but betrayed 
not the leaſt aſtoniſhment; hen 
ſhe- firſt» diſcovered me to beher 
ſiſter, her tranſports were equal to 


mine, ſhe embraced me, wept eon 


my neck, and a thouſand times 
thanked © Heaven for its goodneſs; 
but appeared throughout the foene 
as if it Was an event ſhe had long 
expected. When our tranſports 
became more calm, we ſat down to 


2 table, but joy totally deprived as 


of our appetite. Sir Charles, im- 
patient to be acquainted with che 
Particular of this diſcovery, in- 
t treated 
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treated us to accompany him in a 


walk. I believe it was the mutual 
with of all three, for as ſoon as the 


cloth was removed, we, by joint 


cofiſent ſtole into the CEN 


How FIN ! exclaimed we all, 
as ſoon as we were out of the houſe, 


has been the occurrences of this 
morning! Thrice happy for me, re- 


peated the baronet, that the miſtreſs 
of my affections ſhould prove the 


* 


ſiſter of my Elmira ! As this ſen⸗ 
tence was pronounced rather in a 


lower key, it was not taken notice 


of by my fiſter, and the ſtill re- 


mained in the belief that 1 was the 


object of his affection. When we 
were ſeated in the pavilion, I in- 


treated her to favour me with the 
5 G 2 particulars 
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particulars of her life; I am yet, 
my dear. Jeflica, unacquainted with 
the fate of my mama. 


I was too young, my Dear, to b: 
ſenſible of the misfortune that de- 
prived us of our parents, but the 
good old man who ſaved us from the 
deep, has fince I have been of riper 
years, informed me that my mama 
was an Engliſh lady of family and 
fortune, and that being ſhipgrrecked 
on a voyage to Florence, ſhe loſt 
her huſband, and had it not been for 
his friendly affiſtance, herſelf and 
infant muſt have ſhared the ſame un- 
happy fate ; he conducted us to his 
cottage, and after the death of my 
mama, which happened within, 
three years afterwards, treated me 

with 
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with all the tenderneſs of à father. 
What on earth, my Love, interrupted 
I. could induce my mama to end 
her days in obſcurity, and die, un- 
rab in the une 1 2 tary 
ſant 155 my 

22 nab 
The loſs of my father was a 
ſhock too great for her tender con- 
ſtitution; ſhe never after recovered 
her ſerenity ; the firft tranſports of 
her grief, when over, ended in a 
ſettled melancholy, and had ſhe at- 
| tempted a return to England; I have 
often heard my good friend ay: that 
her ſtrength would have been une- 
qual to the voyage. It certhinly 
was ſomething amazing that my 
mama ſhould leave a helpleſs or- 
| ew to the protectiom of ſtrangers. 
1 G 3 and 


and thoſe too in ſo low a ſphere, 
when the bad ſo many Riege in 
ihey a country. 


att; HIT 6 K. 5 


Dia you, never, my u dhe lecker, 
D the true motive of my mamaẽs 


conduct in that reſpect ? 


6. 260-30}. V7. 17 3%" + IR 
Fes, my Dear, the old, gentle- 
man's wife had lived in ſome genteel 
families, and received an education 
far ſuperior to the generality of. the 
peaſants. As ſhe was of a diſpoſi- 
.tion perfectly humane and tender, 
m mama admitted her ta ſome de- 
gree of confidence, and I have fre- 
quently heard her ſay, that ſhe be- 
lieved the dear lady, that was the 
title theſe worthy people always 
2 our wahrer parent, enter- 
tained . 
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«tained a thorough eontemꝑt of riches, 
tand on that account was far hap- 
pier in the thoughts: of leaving me 
to the protection of an humble vir- 
tugus peaſant, than ſhe; ſhould, had 
Ii been left in a ſtate of affluense, 
and ſurrounded with all the tempta- 
tions of an enſnaring world. The 
lines written in the firſt leaf of her 
pocket- book, plainly teſtified: that 
the good woman was not miſtaken 
ia regard tn hei ſentiments, and as 
ſoon, as L arrived at an age capable 
of improving by precept, I engraved 
them ſtedfaſtly in my heart. Though 
conſeious that I was bor ta à more 

exalted. Ratey my conſtantiſtudy, has 

been to fulfll-the duties of my hum - 
ble ſtation: it is trye!T have ſome - 
times felt a pang at ſeeing my com- 
G 4 panions 
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128 HADLEIGH 
panions finer than myſelf, but it 
was a pain too ſhorts lived, too 
tranſient, to render me diſſatisfied 
with my lot. If ever I accuſed 
fate of unkindneſs, it was on reflec- 
tion that Ichad & fiſter who was/ig- 
norant that ſuch a being as myſelf 
exiſted. The hopes of being one 
day fortunate enough to meet with 
a perſon ſo nearly felated to my ill- 
fated parents, was my greateſt in- 
ducement for quitting: the good old 
man, to whoſe kindneſs "One 
"mM 3 Ithen OS rev $0 
EC * 52: Y £f; 7? nubert 
Did not ſome ſpa Uinſtivet tell 
„* my Dear, that I was that per- 
fon'? I am ſure, from the firſt 
moment we! 1 my Jong. 
Ifen 


inn 


2280 te) 
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I felt for her all the! alfeQtion of a 
aer. ar! 


500 1 g live 


1 


The firſt time; my Love, that 


heard Fa anny mention a Miſs um- 
ney, my heart bounded wi de- 
light, but on enquiring more parti= 
culatly into your family, and find- 
ing your father had * been dead 
above eleven years, and had left 
you an immenſe fortune, 1 checked 
| the vain emotions : on your arrival 


#30 


at the grove. they intruded with 

| 01.90 18 -5 
greater foree ; my companions 
calling you Elmira, "revived the 
pleaſing flutter, and. I again gave 
way to the aſpiring hopes of find- 
ing you my ſiſter : the only conſide- 
ration which kept me ſilent, and 
hindered me from throwing myſelf 


G's. into 
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£ 


into your arms, was the knowledge 
of your approaching marriage z it 
will appear, thought I, not as a 
claim 1 to the affection of Miſs Rum- 
ney, t as a claim to her fortune : 5 
no! 1. am determined to. remain 
filent till fate ſhall, by ſome unfore- 
ſeen adventure, diſcloſe the ſecret of 
my birth! Every day confirmed me 
more in my conjectures; once, dur- 
ing! the laſt viſit at Lady Ofwald's, 
my. Elmira mentioned that her mama 
and an infant ſiſter were drowned 
25 a voyage to F lorence ; there then 
ceded no further proof, but I could 
not prevail on myſelf to claim the 
tender tie. It was entirely by ac- 
cident that I dropt my pocket- 
book, I had miſſed it in the morning, 
but as p could not make any en- 
| . quiries 
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quiries after it, without deſcribing 
minutely the contents, 1 paſſed over 
ec n in feu ce . 2 2 3 
4c 28 3217 [9 At 48 51 © tie! 

a Vokind edis, lextlaiandd: I, to 
deprive me ſq long of the happineſs 
of knowing that I had a ſiſter! But 
where is the good old man? he 
ſhalt: immediately be rewarded fot 
bis goadueſs to my ſeſſy. Let it 
be my taſk to convey the joyful 
tidings, ſaid Sir Charles, who had 
bitherto ſat gazing ſilently on her 
lovely face, and liſtening with rap- 
tures to every ſentence that ſfell from 
her bewitching tongue. As he pro- 

nounced theſe words, het nin. 
| Nr ads. og) qich (bet 15h zz 
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I beg you pardon, Good Folks, 
for intruding on your retirement, 
but I was afraid you were concerting 
- ſome ſcheme to deprive me of my 

young friend; I have experienced 
ſo much happineſs in her company; 
that I can, on no conſideration, 
think of parting with her. Jeſſy is 
your fiſter, Miſs Rumney, but, at 
the ſame time you muſt remember, 
ſhe is my daughter. As a particu- 
lar fayour I ſhall. refign her to you 
till after the celebration of your 
nuptials, but as ſoon as the hurry of 
viſiting is over, I 1 __ "On 
my e n! . 


As ber ladyſhip ſpoke this, a figh 
|  heavedfrom the lovely boſom of Jeſ- 
ſica. {She caſt down her eyes, and for 
„ ſome 


'GROVE; &c. 133 
fome moments was unable to look up. 
You are ſerious, my Dear, ſaid her 
benefactreſs, taking her hand, with 
a lobk that plainly ſhewed the fin- 
cerity of her friendſhip; ſhould you 
rather live entirely with your ſiſter ? 


This queſtion brought tears into her 


eyes. No, Madam, throwing her- 
ſelf at her ladyſhip's feet, I love my 
ſiſter, but while I have life; it ſhall 
be ſpent in teſtifying my gratitude 
to __ Oſwald. 


* 7 - 
b £05 


% 


The amiable woman raiſed her 


with maternal tenderneſs, and ſtrain- 
ing her to her boſom ; happy, my 
dear Jeſſica, will be the man, who 


has the happineſs to merit your af- 


fection! How enviable would have 


Nen the ſitustion ef Mr. Rumney, | 
had 
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23% HA D:LE1GH 
had he lived to have been witneſs 
to this happy meeting! Vou ap- 
pear only a ſpectator, Sir Charles 
not a ſharer, in the general joy; 
what! is become of . i 
ww Pol PA Madam, the wink 50 
is meditating on the ſubject of his 
approaching happineſs; bat to pu- 
niſh him for his gtavity, There vow 
before all the company preſent 
(Clara and Fanny had juſt joined 
us) never to be Lady. Davers.! 


P * » -7% 
D185: ' | * „inis 221 


Sepia, Was painted on every 
face. Not be Lady Davers! ex- 
claimed her ladyſhip ; ſurely, Miſs 
Rumney, you joke]! No, Madam, 

I am ſerious upon my honour but, 
ab the good. ſoul's hanging, 


him- 


* 
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himſelf in his garters, 1 ts" to 
make him a preſent of Jeſſy. Look 


at the ſweet girl, Sir Charles; do 


you think it will be a bad exchange | 4 
The ppor baronet looked quite em- 
barraſſed, and my ſiſter's fine face 
was crimſoned over with bluſhes, 
Come, come, continued I, laughs 
ing, do not look ſo grave, you. have 
acted the hypocrite long enough, it 
is now time to throw off the maſk ; 
ſo, . my good Friend, with your 
Ne, I ſhall diſplay you to the 
company in your true colours. 4 


* then, Lucy, gave thei a detail 
of his paſſion for Jeſſica, and the 
farce was concluded by an open de 
claration on the ſide of my. ſiſter, 
that had providence Pre her in 

A oy | 
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a higher ſphere, ſhe ſhould ever 
have looked upon Sir Charles as the 
man moſt worthy of her eſteem, 
but till that moment ſhe had never 
dared to raiſe her thoughts to a per- 
ſon ſo greatly her ſuperior i in point 
of fortune. 


4 5 


This you may be ſure was ſuffi- 
cient to raiſe the ſpirits of hier lover, 
and my gay Colonel ſoon after 
joining us, we concluded the even- 
ing with a ball. The honeſt red- 
coat finding our affairs in ſuch a 
flouriſhing ſituation, ſues, my Dear, 
for an early day. Shall I. by way 
of puniſhment for his preſumption, 
baniſh him entirely from my pre- 
ſence, or take pity on his ſufferings ? ? 
L The later, methinks you ſay, will 
be 


— 
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be moſt conducive to my own/ hap- 
pineſs. Well, then, it ſhall be (6; 
but firſt; Lucy, muſt extort a pro- 
miſe from you to de ane at our 
Wen g ed 0) 19970! Ri 


— : 4 


til uit, I 


T-invinw we burn to Aſhton- 
hall, to acquaint the good folks of this 
pleaſing diſcovery, and to preſent to 
them my amiable ſiſter; Miſs Chet 
-wyn accompanies us, and, after 
ſtaying there a fortnight, we are to 
whirl back again to the grove, 
vrhere her ladyſhip inſiſts upon 
our nuptials being celebrated Sir 
Charles drives his dear in the phae- 
ton, and Fanny and your humble 
ſervant are to be ſtewed up in the 
poſt- chariot. My ſwain, it ſeems, 
would d gladly have been. one of the 


party; 
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party; but an old uncle, Who has 


Juſt taken it into his head to make 
his exit from this troubleſome world, 
introats his company in Yorkſhire, 
in order to beſtow on him his; laſt 
bleſſing, with the addition of a pretty 
eſtate. So ipleaſing a mandate you 
may be ſure, Lucy, was obeyed 
without any violent repugnance; 
and with a promiſe - of: meetingc1us 
on pur return to the grove, the: þ 
eſt: ſou} left us to follo our 
cogitations. I am ſummoned 
teas ſo adieu, my Dear; till 
Arrival at the hall. go Meizqut: 150 
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n. my Luey, - was the 
Aſhton's joy, on my preſenting to 
them a filter ſo extremely amiable); 
the whole yillage, anf ſeveral ad- 
jacent ones, were ſymmangd to.ce- 
lebrate the happy day; Miſs Kitty 
Homeſpun made one af the party: 
her ſiſtet, it ſeems, without giving 
any of her worſhipful family an in- 
timation af her deſign, has taken 
the liberty of marching off to Scot- 
land with our old friend the curate, 
and the, grief of her mama would 
Hue. | not 
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not permit her to accompany Miſs 
Kitty to the hall. Monfieur Gavot 
ſtill continues our conſtant viſitor, 
ſo you may. be ſure, my Dear, he 


did not abſent himſelf on this occa- 


on. Jeſſy is become one of his 
greateſt favourites; and he this 


morning intreated to be permitted 
the honour of beſtowing her on Sir 
Charles: Mr. Aſhton is to do the 
fame good office to my Colonel. 80 


you ſee, Lucy, the moſt material 


preliminaries are ſettled. Here 


comes, Mrs. Sally; what important 


4 1 dra rue to we thy cloſet | ? 


Ah invitation om Mitt Noche 
pu to attend her to the manſion of 
her brother. Her mama thinks a 
little of our ſprightly converſation 
en, | n 
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would rouze him from his lethargy. 
I muſt go and conſult my fair com- 
panions: if they are in the humour 


to take this whimſical jaunt, I ſhall 
have no Ane to the tour. 


They are in high glee, e eren at 
the idea of ſuch a viſit. Sir Charles 
and Gavot eſcort us on horſeback. 
I muſt dedicate an hour to the duties 
of my toilette, and then, Lucy, 
allons to the villa of Squire An- 
thony. 


— 


In C ontinuation. 


Another ſtrange but pleaſing. 
adventure, my Dear. I know 
you are a dear friend to formality, 
ſo will give you things juft as they 

occurred, 
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occurred. As our chariot drove 
through B Park, which lies con- 
tiguous to the Homeſpun's family 
ſeat, | Jeſſiea obſerved two elegant 
looking ſparks ſitting on one of the 
benches, and ſeemingly very atten- 
tive on' a book which they were 
reading. Fanny and Miſs Home- 
ſpun paſſed without ring any no- 
tice of them, but our carriage driv- 
ing rather cloſer than their's, I 
thought I bad ſome faint idea of 
their features, but at that time could 
not recollect where it was that I had 
before ſeen them. When we. ar- 
rived at the ſeat of the young {quire, 
the houſekeeper conducted us into 
a magnificent and nobly- furniſhed 
parlour, which I found, by the' ſur= 
Pom _—_ Kitty teſtified, had been 

hung 


hour which they generally ſpent in 


Eam ſure there was no tuch place 
meh when |} 
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my brother, Nanny? turning to 


— 
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hung and newly furniſhed ſince the 
departure of her mama. As we 
entered, Heavens I cries! ſhe, What 
ſme doings: has been here! prettily: 
fancied too, upon ſecond thoughts, 
ſurveying herſelf in an elegant glaſs; 
Tony has not, laid out his money _ 
for nothing, I ſee; but where is 


the houſekeeper. Mrs. Ann in- 
formed her that the young ſquire 
and his tutor were gone to take a 
Walk, but ſhe expected them back 
ergry minute, adding, it was the 


the muſic-room. Muſic- room re- 
peated Miſs Kitty, what kind of a 
place is that? Do, Ladies, let us 
gel and ſee this new- built room, for 
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when we came away. It is not 
new- built, Miſs, ſays the maid; it 
is only the back parlour new, hung, 
and furniſhed with ſeveral pieces of 
muſic, which my maſter ſent for 
from London ſoon after the young 
gentleman came. No matter for 
that, it is ner to me; re 


* 


let us 80. tr lt 


We all followed o our eck 
and upon entering the apartment, 
found it indeed worthy the title of 
a muſic- room; there was a large 
organ, a harpſichord, baſs- viol, two 
violoncellos, and ſeveral other in- 
ſtruments. As I was ex preſſing my 
ſurprize to Miſs Chetwyn ob this 
extraordinary change in the young 
'ſquire's diſpoſition, Sir Charles took. 
the 
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the hand of my ſiſter, and, with a 
tender air, led her to the harpſi - 
chord; as ſhe is of all her ſex the 
moſt amiable and engaging, you 
may imagine, my Dear, ſhe did 
not deny him the favour of a ſong, 
Fanny and myſelf accompanied her 
with our voices, and was juſt fing- 
ing the third verſe, of Kate of A- 
berdeen, when Mrs. Ann came to 
inform us, her maſter was returned 
from his walk, and would be 
to ſee us in the parlour. She hardly | 
had time to articulate her meſſage, 
before the young gentleman made 
his appearance .in propria perſonæ, 
and to my unſpeakable ſurprize we 
found him to be one of thoſe ele- 
gant figures we had ſeen ſitting in 
the park. 10 
Vol. II. H | The 
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The difference of his | behaviour, 
for he addteſſed us with an unaf- 
fected air of eaſe and dignity, left 
Miſs Homeſpun ſome room to doubt 
his being her brother but hen he 
gave her a friendly falute, and en- 
quired after the health'of his mo- 
ther, "tHe began ito be ' cotivinced. 
Ttis'you'to-beTure, Tony; but you 
are fo unaceountably altered, that 
Fean hardly believe my own eyes: 
for Heaven s fake, what is come on 
you of late? That o and 1 will 
talk of another time; but come, 
Ladies, give me leave to attend you 
"40 the apogee 


fever: Luey, did you behold fo | 
' advantageous a metamorphoſe as has 


Jour made on this W gentleman! 
his 


his clothes, which were à pale blue 
trimmed with ſilver, and a_tambour 
waiſtcoat of the ſame colour, per- 
feRly became him, and his hair, 
which was ꝗreſſed au dernier goũt. 
gave an air of dignity to a face 
which nature had endowed. with no 
ſmall ſhare of beauty, but had be- 
fore been ohſqured bye the aer 15 
of: his appeatance. 0 


Theſe .new ottau3iags —— 
our attention as we followed him: $0 
the parlour, but upon entering into 
converſalion, I:was.ſtill more aſto- 
niſhed at the ex traordinary improve 
ments of his mind he converſed 
with gtace and ſpirit, nor did any 

part of his behaviour betray: the maſt 
1 trifling 
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willing tüncture of diffidence or 
uin, 


My furprize believe was painted 
on my countenance ; for giving me 
an expreſſive look: It is to you, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, in a low voice, that 
I am indebted for this extraordinary 
change; the accompliſhments I be- 
held you miſtreſs of, taught me a 
knowledge of my own deficiencies 
in point of education, and with a 
view of rendering myſelf an object 
more worthy of your friendſhip, 
I have attempted a reformation, and 
while actuated by ſo powerful a 
motive, flatter myſelf, that I ſhall 
every day Ow ſome new im- 
| \provemnepts. IS 


- 
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If I have been any ways inſtru- 
mental to the change, I have the 
pleaſure to behold in you, replied I, 
bluſhing like ſcarlet, I ſhall think, 
Sir, that my viſit; to yout mother 
was extremely fortunate ; bat Iam 
rather inclined to think it was your 
own good ſenſe that diſcovered the 
injury that had been done you in 
your education, and pointed out to 
you the proper means of procuring 
that inſtruction of which you had 
hitherto been deprived > but to 
Whatever motive we may attribute 
this change, gite me leave moſt 
- fincerely to congratulate you on it. 


914 w ii d . 


The tea juſt then coming in, put 
an end to our chat, and T qᷣined the 
company, the greatdft part of which 
95 H 3 had 


1360 BA DL EMCH 
had retired to 4 diſtant window, to 
make their obſervations '6n! a fine 
ſerpentine river, which ran mean- 
dering througk the adjoining mea- 
dos Mepſieur Gavot, who had 
been aſſiduduſſy pointing out the 
beauties of the proſpect to my ſiſter, 
now rerollected that he had (cen a 
young gentlemati with the *ſquire 
as we catne. through the park, and 
imagining it was his tutor, afked if 
we ſhould not be favoured: with his 
company to tea. Mr. Poland is 
_ retire@ to vyrite letters, Sir, replict 
Mr. Homeſpun,” but T wilt ſend a 
ſervant to aequaint him tlrat the 
ladies wait tea, and make no doubt 
but he will attend them. whde's . : 
deal of pg. 2 e 
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At the name of Portland, I obr 
ſerved Mi Cbetwynn qhange cor 
lour, and indeed the name had ſome 
little effect upon your Elmira, but 
as the world produces ſo many pe- 
ple of the ſame name, I had. not the 
leaſt ſuſpiciqn of its being het lover, 
and bad juſt talked. her into a Rate 
of com poſpre, when, the entrance 
of the Yung ſtranger, threw, us, all 
into a conſternation ; Fappy fainted 
in my arms ; Gavgt flafted from .. 
his chair, and exrlaiming, It ig he! 
it is my nephew tan vagerly. tp 
embrace Portland, Who ſtood Mor- 


tionleſs 3s a ſtatue, apd would. cerr 

tainly have dropt onthe floor, had 
nat the friendly, arms. of Homeſpun 

and his unele ſupposted him. Jęſ- 

ſica, and Sir Charles, were Nhelly 

= H 4 taken 
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taken up in adminiſtering reſtora= 
tives to Fanny, and Mifs Kitty 
found full employment in aſking 
queſtions, but as none of us were ei- 
—thits capable or willing to ſatisfy 
7 Ve eien, ſhe changed the ſub- 
and began to afford us a little 
of der affiſtance, in our attendance 
on the ſick; when we had in ſome 
meaſure recovered our patient, I led 
her out of the room, and endea- 
voured to footh her into a ſtate of 
ſerenity ; in this I did not however 
ſucceed ſo well as I could have 
wiſhed, but ſhe promiſed to diſguiſe 
her ſenſations as much as poſſible 
before the company, and as none of 
them but myſelf was acquainted 
with her hiſtory, we returned to 
the parlour n giving any one 
27.43 * preſent, 
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preſent, the, leaſt ſuſpicion. of. the 
cauſe of her ſudden. Hlneſs. The: 
emotion of Portland, was attri+ 
buted to his unexpected meeting 
with his uncle, and I believe the 
buſtle which this ſeene occaſioned}. 
had put it. out. of eyery one's pomer 
to make. their obſervations on Miſs 
Chetwyn. The embarraſſment 
which appeared in the face of the 
poor young gentleman 3 plainly 

ſhewed , he wiſhed an- echirciſſe-- | 
ment, but bardly dared to hope it. 
L was determined to effect one, for 
from his open and illumined. coun-- 
tenance, I made no doubt but he 
would Rill (notwithſtanding the: 
blackneſs of appearances) prove 
himſelf worthy the affections of my 
friend; and to this end, as ſoon as 


H 5 tea 


1 ; 
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tea was over, tbok the arm of the 
 downcaft,” drobping Fanny, who: 
had not once yet Hfted her eyes to- 
wards her lover, and giving him a 
| fide glance, which plainly faid, 
follow us, walked into the garden. 
T imagine it was ſome time before 
he could affume a fufflicient ſhare of 
courage and compoſure to obey this 
flent ſummons, for we had ſpent 
above half an hour in talking over 
the painful ſubje&, before the de- 
jected youth, made his appearance. 
Vater" what inauſpieious planet 
was my Portland born! exclaimed, 
Miſs Chetwyn, as we entered the 
| garden ; one while I beheld him as 
Aa gentleman of rank and fortune, 
he next appeared to me as a robber, 
1 now behold him as the tutor of a 
country 


F 
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eountry quite. Oh 1 my Elmira | 
by what ſtrange caprice gf temper. 
does he aſſume ſo 3 
and contradigory chancen. 


f 1 and 
To explain che meaning of the: 


young genfleman's' conduct, is in- 
deed, my Dear „ taſk too diſicult 
ſor the abilities of your Elmita; hut 
I dare venture to affirm, that he Will 
ſtill prove himſelf deſerving of your: 
affection, and clear up this ap- 
rent myſtery in 2 manner hat, Will 
fully convince you of his inno- 
gence. 73197344492 youoy af'F 


1 


2: io bonne 

That, I poop „ Reden he may not 
attempt ] to clear himſelf f a crime 
we both were witneſs 10, 4s impoſ- 
- fable, and to aſſign a cauſe fon a: 
- | H. & thing: | 
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thing which will admit of no de- 
fence,” nal: be only an agravation 
of his Alt- Why, my dear, El- 
mira, 1 lead me hither? I 
cannot, cannot, ſee him! 


n 16 iter . 


age :commpoſed, my "HY whiſ- 
pered I, juſt then" obſerving that 
Portland, was coming up the walk. 
Let him plead guilty, if he is ſo; if 
he do not; believe him innocent; 
that countenance is too honeſt, to 
be capable of e 
Cult 1 1 0 
The young 2 now. ad- 

vanced dejectedly towards us, and 


__2+-anding himſelf at the feet of Miſs 


-:Chetwyn,'who had turned herſelf 
-\afide to conceal her emotion. Do 
* dh do n exclaimed. the 
1441 amiable 


cannot bear to ſee you in that hum- 
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amiable youth, turn thus cruelly 
from a man who has ruined himſelf 
to preſerve. your life; hear ere you 
condemn him I was once dear to 
you |. Let the remembrance of paſt 
pains and pleaſures, prevail on you: 
to liſten a few minutes to the un- 
happy Portland! 


My fair friend A vo- 934 
ſupport this moving ſcene ;. tears 
fell in torrents from her lovely 
eyes. Riſe, Sir, faid ſhe, giving 
him her trembling hand, and ſup- 
porting. herſelf by the ſhoulder, I 


ble poſture ;- if it is me you owe - 
your misfortunes. to you a weed 
not kneel. | 15 


3 408 
+ 


Her 
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Her lover encouraged by theſe 
ſounds, once more ventured to lift 
His eyes towards her face, and preſſ- 
ing the proffered hand to his boſom, 
med himſelf from the 3 


We willed 8 to an ar- 
bour at the termination of che walk, 
Fanny ſtill leaning on my arm, and 

entering it, ſeated ourſelves without 
breaking filence. | 


7 


Imagining I ſhonld rather be a 
eonftraine upon Portland, I made 
an attempt to withdraw: You 
mall not leave me Miſs Rumney,. 
you know my hiftory ; if the part- 
ner of my former miſeries has met 
with ſtill greater misfortunes fince- 
our ſeparation, your pity will render 
the 


o* 4 % 
a - _ +. 
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the burthen of out woes leſs heavy. 
He can have nothing to tell me 
that * not + proper my friend ho 
know. tate t un. 00 

An uno gge agnus 641414 
Still fearing that my preſener 
would prevent their giving vent to- 
the fulneſs of their hrurts, I canti- 
nued ſtanding; not hardly knowing. 


JJ 11 
4 
9 


whether it would be moſt iprudent 


5 Ze * 


berg r 7 0 „ eee t FE THT 


3 vs not of your W | 
Madam, ſaid Portland, taking my 


hand and re eating me. The friend 


of my Fanny, muſt liſten to à tale, 
that if ſhe has a ſympathetic heatt, 
will, I flatter myſelf, make her alſo 
the friend of Portland,  - | 


T” 42.4 > 
he 140 


: 
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After an aſſurance of his'unalter- 
able attachment, and, of his never 
having: deviated from the paths of 
conſtaney and honour. The unfor- 
tunate young gentleman gave us his 
Oy following manner. 
er HUH en % tio; 


As you are acquainted; „Madam, 
wich 54 iis Chetwyn's , paſt, adven- 


tures, I make n doubt but you as 
well as her dear ſelf, are ready to 
accuſe me of cruelty, in leaving her 
almoſt friendleſs in a deſert, iſland; 
alas l. hbw much did that ſeparation 
rend my heart /] but it was to fave 
a life far dearer than my own, that 
I conſented to make that dreadful 
© facrifice.' As I was ſtanding by the 
ſea- ſide impatient. for the arrival of 
ſome veſſel that might eonvey us to 
1 England, 
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England, I heard a great ſhouting 


at a ſmall diſtance from the ſhore. 


I liſtened ſome moments before 1 
could perceive from whence it came, 
when turning haſtily around, I be- 
held a great number of armed-men 
behind me. Theſe, I afterwards 
found, had landed on the other fide 
of the iſland, and came with an in- 
tent to plunder the inhabitants, -as 
they expreſſed ihe intention of their 
landing to each other. I Was not 
long ignorant of the barbarous 

ſcheme they had planned againſt us, 
and the thoughts of my Fanny's 
becoming a prey to the barbarians, 
ſoon determined me in what man- 
ner to proceed; ſo as to prevent 
their going further into the iſland. 
When ſome of the foremoſt of the 
1 % crew: 
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crew had laid hold of me, the chief 
of them approached, and in an im- 
perious tone deſired to know the 
number of the inbabitans ? Alas ! 
Sir | cried. I. there are none; it is 

entirely an uocultivated deſert, fate 
threw me on the: ifand. a few: days 
ago, and I have: been ſtarvipg ever 
mvenous that they are ready to da- 
vour one another, and: it is on this 
pot 0 that E * 2 * 


The ac 2000uM * —— 
—_— their progreſs, but think- 
ing a ſmall prize better than _ 
they hauled me ta their veſſel; and 
putting immediately to ſea, tore me 
from all wy ſoul beld dear. In 


vain. 
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yain-did-I-plead my birth and forr 
tune h was ſold, and in a-countty 


where .I-;had: no; friends: te runſom 
me, oo . llaye almoſt ſixtgen 
months, hut by my diligence and 
aſſiduity hᷣ at length gained the heart 
of my maſter, and after giving him 
a relation of my misfortunes, he be- 
Rowedcars me ny lihetty, and pre- 
fented me watht a purſe in which 
-was ſuffrrient to dana my-expences. 
to Engband. Though it was almaſt 
tamaimrin 4he iſfand, 4 direited iy 
courſat thither n inſtaacd of ſeturning 
to my natise country, and; thenel met 
with what was neu depriving me 
of my ſenſes Not the moſt. tridimg 
relies of the cave where I left my 
; nnn no remaining a mo- 
her nument 
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nument erected” to the memory of 
the good old ſage, was the only 
friend that could inform me of their 
fate; and that ſerued only to in- 
cteaſe my miſery, as it left me in 
an uncertainty whether my oy 
Was 1 Wing | 


"Jo ue deplirable Gtuation' » re- 
en to England, and to render 
my fate ſtill more deſperate. for- 
tune had there reſerved for me a 
ſtroak almoſt as heavy as the former. 
My father, who:wis thie only rela- 
tion I bad then iin Hagland, had 
ſold his family eſtate ; and think ing 
he had loſt his only ſon, was gone 
to end his days in a foreign eountry. 
In vain: did I enquite of his ac- 
3 clime he had 


3 retired: 
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retired : not one of them could give 
me the maſt trifling intimation. 
Thoſe friends who: had favouted me 
with their eſteem before 1 left the 
country, were now moſt of them 
dead, and thoſe few which were re- 
maining, no longer continued ſo, 
than while courted by proſperity. 
For ſome weeks I lived wholly upon 

the little ſtock of money I had re- 
maining of what was given me by 
my generous maſter; but finding 
that it would ſoon become inſuffi- 
cient to purchaſe the neceſſaries of 
life, I determined to apply to ſome 
merchant for a place in his count- 
ing-houſe. I now utterly deſpaired of 
ever beholding the face of my Fan- 
ny; and without her all ſituations 
were alike diſagreeable: none could 
rol 5 have 
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have conferred happineſs unleſs ſhe 
had ſhared it wick me. I ſoon ſuc- 
eeeded according to my iwithes, 
and in a few days got ſottled in 
a genteel family. Another young 
gentleman that was in the ſame 
office lodged with me, and as he 
too appeared to be unhappy, we 
ſoon became inſeparable compani- 
ons. Our Sundays were generally 
ſpent in ſome of the pablic gardens, 
but a mutual: pride actuated the fool 
of both, and forbid us to aſſociate 
with others of our profeſſion. One 
evening as we were walking towards 
Hammerſmith, my friend was called 
aſide by an acquaintance z-iand as 1 
every minute expected him to re- 
join me, I proceeded ſlowly on, but 
I had not walked twenty yards be- 
TL fore 


95 
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fore I was attacked by two [faot- 
pads; they robbed me of what lit- 
tle caſh I had in my pocket, and 
had laid me -on:the ground with a 
large club which one of them car · 
ried in his hand, when my compa- 
nion hearing me groan, fle to the 
ſpot, and in a few moments dis- 
perfed the -villains ; he then raiſed 
me from the ground, and finding 1 
had received a large contuſion in 
my head, - conveyed me to a ſur- 
geon. When my wound was dreſſed 
we teturned home in a coach, and 
for ſome days I was not able to 
leave my room; during which time 

this humane and tender friend con- 
ſtantly attended me. One morn- 
ing Þ obſerved an unuſual *melan- 
choly painted on his face; friend- 
ſhip 
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ſhip and my ſolicitude for his. wel- 
fare, prompted me to enquire ten- 
derly into the cauſe. Vou have a 
right my deareſt Friend, ſaid he, to 
my unlimited confidence, but as my 
misfortunes have chiefly ariſen from 
my own indiſcretion, I have evaded 
a confeſſion of them, leaſt when ac- 
quainted with my follies, you ſhould 
ſpurn me as a wretch unworthy of 
your friendſhip ; but my preſent ſi- 
tuation lays me under a neceſſity, 
not only of imploring your advice, 
but your aſſiſtance. Gratitude to 
my deliverer, and affection for my 
friend, prompted me to promiſe 
that in whatever difficulties he was 
involved; and into whatever mis- 
fortunes plunged, he might depend 
* my ſervice and aſſiſtauce, and 
| fatal 


- 
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fatal indeed might this promiſe have 
proved to me, had nat * 
NN in * behalf. | | 


He e me that” 1 was 
he ſon of a clergyman in the Weſt 
of England, and educated at the 
univerſity, but an uncle dying when 
he was about one and twenty, and 
leaving him two thouſand pounds, 
he quitted college, and coming im- 
mediately to town, left his ſtudies to 
purſue a liſe of pleaſure. When 
he had reſided in London about 

three or four months, he fell in love 
with a tradeſman's daughter in the 
city, and as her father was looked 
upon to be in a capacity of beſtow- 
ing on her a genteel fortune, paid 
his addreſſes. to her in an open and 
Vor. II. | honoura- 
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honourable: manner. One evening, 
as they ſat exchanging mutual vows 
of conſtancy, ſhe took a piece of 
paper, and ſcribbled over a kind of 
bond, which laid him under an 
obligation either to marry her or for- 
feit'cight hundred pounds, telling 
him, laughing, that if he loved her 
he would not refuſe to fign it. As 
he had then no ſuſpicion of the 
baſeneſs of her diſpoſition, he com- 
plied without heſitation, but a few 
weeks after finding her rather too 
intimate with her father's clerk, 
he had great. reaſon to repent 
his folly: he reproached her with 
her falſhood, and intreated her to 
return the bond, declaring. that 
whatever might be the conſequence, 


he would never full his engage- 
ment. 
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ment. This he informed me he 
could never perſuade her to, and 
that her father dying ſoon after, ſhe 
led a life of wantonneſs and plea- 
ſure, which, in a ſhort time, con- 
ſumed what little fortune had been 
left her. The greateſt part of his, 
I found, was ſquandered away in the 
ſame indiſcreet manner, but reaſon 
dawning on his ſoul before it was 
too late, he had depoſited his laſt 
five hundred .in the ſtocks, and got- 
recommended to the family he was 
now in: here he had for ſome time 
lived very contentedly, when his 
artful miſtreſs found him out, and 
ſent him a letter to acquaint him 
that ſhe ſhould immediately proceed 
to proſecution, if he refuſed to matry 
her, This was the trouble he was 

I 2 then 
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then involved in, and which 1 .had, 
without conſideration, En to 
free him from. ein 

If you Would luny ways contrive 
to get the bond away from her, 
Portland, ſaid he, I ſhould have no 
farther care, but that, I am afraid, 
will not be eaſily effected. Every 
thing may be effected where there is 
a good will, replied I; only point 
out her lodgings to me, and I will 
make myſelf maſter. of the prize. 
Buſineſs then obliged us to ſeparate, 
and I did not ſee him till the next 
evening, when he came into' my 
room with looks that plainly indi- 
cated his Ws met with en ing 


I have 
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I have now, ſaid he, an opportu- 
nity of putting your . friendſhip to 
the proof. An acquaintance has juſt 
now informed me that my fair one 
ſets out to- morrow in a poſt- chariot 
and pair, with another young lady 
of her profeſſion, that is going to 
ſpend a fe weeks at the country 
teat af Lord C-—=,: and that lies 
directly in the road to B, where 
we ſometimes. go to tranſact buſi- 
neſs for our maſter .; if you cauld 
eontrive to way-lay the carriage, 
and perſonate a highwayman, the 
fright of the ladies would make 
them immediately deliver their 
purſes, and I am convinced Miſs 
R always carries the bond in 
her's. To prevent being purſued 
and taken as a robber, take out only 

% I x4 the 
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the paper, and return their money, 
telling them at the ſame time, that 
you act under my commiſſion, and 
1 ſhall ever after look upon you as 
my ee N and end Waun 
d bem whe 7 5 14 
AY I 42476 no ; Gabe: n TY 
fcheme might be carried into execu- 
tion without any bad conſequences 
following, Iundertookthe affair with- 
out any heſitation, and as I had no 
other view than to ſerve my friend, 
did not fear but I ſhould ſtand juſti- 
fied in the eyes of Heaven. The 
deſcription he had given me both 
of the liveries and the carriage, left, 
as I then thought, no poſſibility of 
my making a miſtake, and ] ſet out, 
not however, without ſome little re- 
| pugnance 
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pugnance at the buſineſs I was go- 
ing to undertake. When I came to 
the appointed ſpot, I fixed myſelf 5 
to ſuch advantage, that I could fee | i 
every carriage which paſſed the I 
road, without running the hazard 
of being obſerved, and had not 
waited above fifteen! minutes, befote i 
I faw one chat perfectly anſwered 1 
the deſcription: as it drt nearer, 
I ſaw in it two young ladies, and 
now thought myſelf quite ſecure 
of my prey. I ſtopped the chaiſe, 
but the thoughts of what I was 
. perſonating took away my courage, 
and obliged me to avert my head: 
upon turning it to receive what I 
had demanded, I thought I knew 
the features of one of the young 
on and a ſecond glance con- 
T I 4 vinced 
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-vinced me it was my Fanny. You 
was witneſs, Miſs Rumney, to my 
agitation; I fled, diſtraction pur- 
ſued my ſteps: the thoughts of 
being known by that amiable wo- 
man; was a dagger to my heart. I 
returned, and ſeeking my friend, 
loaded him with curſes: in vain did 
he endeavour to appeaſe me, con- 
vinced that it was him only who 
had been the 'canfe of my making 
ſuchꝭ a groſs miſtake. I determined 
never more to ſee his face, and pro- 
tending 1 had loſt a friend in the 
country, immediately left the fa- _ 
mily I was in, and took lodgings in 
a remote part of the city. In the 
firſt tranſports of my paſſion, I re- 
-folved to ſeek my charmer, and 
a, myſelf at her feet with the 
al A 4 hopes 
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hopes of obtaining her pity and 


forgiveneſs; but a recollection of 


the great change of fortune I had 
experienced fince I was happy in her 
affection, and of the averſſon which 
my late mafcuvre muſt conſe-- 
quently raiſe in her gentle boſom, 
made me change my reſolution, 
and determined me to end my days 
in lamenting ty adverſe fare. While 


I was in the. height of deſpera- 


tion, I met with an old ſchool-fel- 
low in one ef my morning rambles, 


and 1 fmding 1. Was not _ 


a Sino wit Kirn at his inn. the. 
gravity of my countenance - gave 
him immediate cauſe to ſuſpect I 
had been unfortunate, and after giv- 
ing me la brief account of the par- 

1. ticular. 


ticular events which, had happened 
to him ſince our parting, acquainted 
me that he was now rector of a 
ſmall pariſh, about 4 twelve miles 
from London, at which place I. 
ſhould ever meet with a hearty wel- 
come; but the gloom which. is im- 
printed on your face, ſaid be, tells ; 
me, my Friend, that you have met 
with a change of fortune, perhaps 
it may be in my power to ſerve you, 
make me the confidant. of your 
misfortunes, and depend ypon mY 
moſt faithful ſervices, The 2 
which Mr., Dimock had, — 
ſhewn for. my welfare i in our juve- 
nile years, left me no room to 
doubt the ſincerity of his profeſ- 
ſions, and without any heſitation 


I gave him a circumſtantial detail 
of 
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of my adventures from the time 
that I. left. England, concealing ng- 
thing but the name af the young 
lady who reigned ſole miſtreſs of 
my affection, and whoſe loſs I looked: 
upon to be irreparable. The tears 
which bedewed his face, expreſſed 
more eloquently the emotions of a 
ſympathetic heart, chan all the rhe- 
toric of friend(hip ; ;, and this un- 
feigned friend appeared not only 
touched by a repetition of my mis- 
fortuues, but lent all his aid in his 
endeayours to redreſs them. He 
perſuaded me not to indulge my grief 8 
by leading an indolent and inactive 
life, but to ſeek out ſome employ- 
ment that might amuſe my mind, at 
the ſame time that it procured me a 
genteel ſupport ; and finding I was 

93 no 
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no ways inclinable to engage in a 
mereantile life, promiſed to lend 
me all His intereſt in procuring the 
place of a tutor in ſome genteel 
family. A month had not elapſed 
after his return into the country, be- 
fore I received a letter to acquaint me 
that he had ſucceeded according to 
| his wiſhes, and I left London to c- 
cept the poſt in WHICH you now 
find - Ry | 


This, Ladies, 1 is 4 FAM account of 
my misfortunes ; the unexpected 
meeting with my uncle has redreſſed 
thoſe which relate to the gifts of 
fortune, but the point moſt eſſential 
to my happineſs, is the forgiveneſs. 
and recovery of Miſs Chetwyn's af- 
fection: if that is denied me, I 

_—  .; - muſt 
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muſt ſtill remain miſerable, not- 
withſtanding the moſt ſplendid fer- 
tune courts my ä 15 


Far be it from your Fanny to pro- 
nounce him wretched; replied my 
friend, whom ſhe efteerhs beyond 
all his ſex. No, Portland, I have 
never ceaſed to love you, and when 
I thought you departed from the 
paths of virtue, I mourned the loſs, 
as that of a moſt meſtimable trea- 
ſure. To forget your former good- 
neſs was impoſſible, but the thoughts 
of your having deviated from the 
laws of honour and rectitude, deter- 
mined me to drive your image from 
my boſom: judge then how pleaſing 
are my ſenfations to find you not 

only ſincete but innocent, innocent 
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of offence both to God and man 
But how, Portland, did you diſco- 
ver Monſieur Gavot to be your 
uncle ?. 


I knew him not till I found myſelf 
in his arms; the fight of my deareſt 
Fanny had riveted me, to the 
| ground, and notwithſtanding his 
kind embraces, it was ſome minutes 
before I could recollect his features. 

| When I had in ſome degree reco- 
vered my compoſure, he acquainted 
me that my father, imagining me 
dead, had left England, and. ſoon 
after falling into a decline, ſent for 
him from Montpelier, to Which 
place he had been gone ſome 
months, and in a ſhort time dying, 
| 1 left him ſole executor to a large 
| landed. 


hs 
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Landed eſtate in England, and an im- 
menſe fortune in the funds. This, 
with the addition of his own eſtate, 
which is not inconſiderable, he has 
reſigned to me, and neſetyed. only to 
| himſelf a genteel ſufficiency to ſup- 
Port him the remainder of his 
. 

What 1 F generoliy: 1 
exclaimed Miſs S | 


Bot hearkee, my. Friend; inter- 
rupted. I, to let you into. a little bit 
of a.ſecret, this ſame uncle of your's 
- has been very near preſenting you 
with a new aunt; take care, he is a 
ſormidable rival, I aſſure you; do 


not yon hear how greatly the fickle 
15 1 wat d 
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will acquaint him with the whole; 
but the company muſt by this time 
wonder what is become of us, let 
us return to the parleur, giving 
Portland her hand. We ſauntered 
towards the houfe, but with what 
different ſenſations to thoſe with 
which woe left it! Joy was now 
painted on every countenance ; we 
ſhall now all three of us be happy, 
thought I: how pleaſing the. 
idea ! Rr 


60 


a At che Fare of the walk we met 
Jeitica leaning on the arm of her 
Sir 
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Sir Charles; the dear girl looked at 
me, as if eager to know the veſult of 
What had paſſed. Fanny is happy, 


ſatisfy my \deareſt ſiſter till We re- 


turn to the hall, e eee 5 


e her more, $ . is 


- 


On enterin g the parlour, we 
found Monfieur - Gavor, and Mr. 
Homeſpun, very deeply chgaged in 
converſation, and upon our entrance 
the former aroſe, and taking the 


hatid of n led — the | 
latter. — 4 | 3443 
2133 


von ber been Plesk, Bir, > 
compliment this young gentleman 


with the title of your tutor, and in 


that humble tation ed aſeribe to him 
the 


whifpered I, let that intelligence 


is 
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the (greateſt degree of merit. You 
will now behold him in a different 
ſphere of life, but in whatever ſta- 
tion, I think I may venture to af- 
firm that you will find him equally 
ready to contribute to your inſtruc- 
tion, as when in that poſt to 

which your wy raiſed him, 


No e fant. fig Port- 
land, will, I hope, Sir, he powerful 
enough to make me forget my 

friends, if Mr, Homeſpun will 
ſtill continue to honour me with his 

eſteem, I ſhall aid his ſtudies with 
the greateſt pleaſure; and though 
the unexpected change I have this 
day met with will oblige me to leave 
his hoſpitable manſion for a few days, 
dae J ſhall return to my office with 
| the 


the moſt unfeigned ſatisfaction, and 
if it is his deſire will not quit his 


family till I have perfected him in 


the ſeveral ſciences ny he has ſo 
nem n zem af! 
{1 1 6 ones, $015 
- Fave ei 3c Inlk Sir, is ex- 
tres, teplied the young ſquire, 
but though I-muſt-lament your ab- 
ſence, I cannot permit a gentleman 
ſo greatly my ſuperior to continue 
in the chatacter of my tutor; if 
vou will honour me with your 
friendſhip, I will endeavour to merit 
that diſtinction; by. the moſt aſſidu- 
. ous application, and in order to per- 
fect myſelf in the languages, will 
do myſelf the pleaſure of making 


a long viſit at CO—, when 
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vou have taken poſſeſſion of your 
el tate 7 Nee eb 122 *+ 3; 


All this, Lucy, proceeded from 
the mouth of Squire Homeſpun, 
a being, who a few months ago you 
would have taken for a favage. 
Portland and Sir Charles both ſeem 
to promiſe themſelves a great deal 
'of pleaſure in his acquaintance, and 
"I make nd doubt but he will prove 
himſeli worthy the title of their 
me 1 _ TTY, + 


NG ae eppes penny FR 
-fible” of the ſuperiority her bro- 


ther has gained over her, and if I 
am not greatly miſtaken, will uſe 
all her intereſt with her mama to 
render * an equal ornament to 
ſociety. 
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ſociety. About ten o'clock We 
prepared to take our leave, but by 
the interceſſion. of the young gen- 

tleman, and {the intreaties of his 
ſiſter, we were at length pre vailed 
upon to ſtay ſupper, and then re- 
turned more joyous than ba is Nute 
bis to cenie. 

Mr. Portland i. now. gone with, 
his uncle to take poſſeſſion of the 
family eſtate, and as ſoon as he re- 
turns we all take; our flight to the 
grove, | 


* 
d „ 44 . © Ss z 


| 
' en 1001117 f Tt 1 
Ther Ene will join Se | 
Both their hands and mine. | 
| [| 
My Colonel ak | bras Kod | 
ſhire the day after to-morrow ; he 
| has | 
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has already ſent me # large cargo of 
ſilks and baubles, and intreats me 
to ſet the mantua· makers and mil-- 
liners to work as "faſt as poſſible. 
PDreſs, dreſs; dreſs, is the continual 
temen eines Heelres de will 
add nothing new to her wardrobe : 
I aſked the reaſon. You have laid in 
a ſufficient ſtock to furniſh us all 
three, is the fly huffy 8. reply. " If 
[live I will puniſh her, by preſent- 
ing her with half a dozen pieces of 
filk unmade, and then ſee if ſhe 
will not find ſufficient employ- 
ment, without counting the number 
of mine. Mademoiſelle La Mar- 
ſon waits to try my white and 
filver. Adieu, Lucy, remember 
we ſhall expect you to meet 

4 . 464.345 3 52 Ui 9 us 
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us at the grove the begin- 1 
ning of next week: they call | 
again, 
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LETTER XXI. 


Mz 75 Belfield, fo Mi wy Be l 


eee 1 


A S promiſes ſhould ever be moſt 
faithfully obſerved, I will endeavour 
to perform mine to my deareſt 
 Sophy ; but indeed, Child, the taſk, 
though pleaſing, is fort difficile. 
Since my arrival at the grove, I have 
not till this morning found a ſingle 
moment that I could with any pro- 
priety dedicate to writing, The 
news-papers have, I imagine, by this 
time informed you of the marriage 
of my three amiable friends ; but as 
a minute account of the ſolemnity 
will 


* 
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will be more pleaſing to my: ſiſter, 
J will endeavour to give her a detail 
of the particulars of that joyful day. 
About ten on Tueſday morning, the 
three ladies, attended by Miſs 
Faulkner, Miſs Holgate, and your 
Lucy, dreſſed all in virgin white, 
bent their courſe towards the chapel, 
and being there met by their Jovers, 
Mr. Aſhton, Monſieur Gavot, and 
young Holgate, the rector began the 
aweſul ſervice: before it was half. 
finiſhed, a carriage ſtopt at the cha» 
pel door, and preſently entered a 
young gentleman and lady, Who no 
ſooner perceived that Sir Charles had 
received the heavenly benediction, 
than they ſtepped forward, and the 
former embracing him, preſented 
to him bis lady. When the ſaluta- 

Vor. II. K tions 
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tions of the company were over, 
Monſieur De Fal and his lovely 
partner (for I really, Sophy, never 
ſaw wa finer woman) accompanied 
us back to the grove, and we were 
there joined by Squire Homeſpun 
and his fiſter. During the time of 
dinner, we were entertained with a 
concert 'of yocal and inſtramental 
muſic, and after an elegant deſert, 
the company divided into parties, 
and we ſpent the afternoon in ram- 
W about in Sagen. 

0 Never was tay ſpent more agree 
ably, nor evening more joyous; as 


the company were numerous, our 


diverſions were ſo likewiſe: in one 
room you might behold a party 
ſeated round a card- table, in ano- 
12 ther 
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ther; a beautiful groupe of both 
ſexes forming an harmonious con- 
cert, and in a third, a ſtill larger 
party joining in the ſprightiy dance. 
Vour Lucy was of the latter; but 
that I need not have informed you, 
as my Sophy is too well acquainted 
with her vivacious ſiſter, to imagine 
ſhe could fit ſtill while a fiddle was 
going within a mile of her. One 
thing however I ĩmagine I may ven- 
ture to acquaint you with, without 
offering an affront to your ſagacity. 
What is that? aſks my Sophy. 
Why, Child, I had the beſt partner 
in the room. and that partner was. 
no other than Squire Homeſpun. 
Vou know, my Dear, it was the 
charms of Miſs Rumney that cauſed. 
the wonderful reformation that has 

Kaͤö·ö; 1 
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lately been made in him, ſo mu 
not wonder that he was a little in 
the dumps to ſee the object of his 
adoration tranſmogrified into Mrs. 
Montford; but finding it was in 
vain to covet his neighbour's goods, 
the good ſoul took courage, and 
ventured to look out for one as much 
like her as poſſible: this one I need 
not tell. you was myſelf, and if we 
continue the farce much longer, my 
friends at the | grove inſiſt upon it, 
that Þ ſhall be qualified to act in the 
character of Mrs. Homeſpun, What 
think you, Sophy ? much ſtranger 
things than this have happened; 
and to ſpeak ſeriouſly, Ireally think 
whoever arrives at that honour, will 
3 reaſon to ſtile herſelf a happy 
7 01 08 | woman. 
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woman. Had it not been Elmith 
_ who gave me an account? of his. 
former uncooths behaviohr, 1 poſſi- 
tively! ſhould look upon it as thie 
fruits of a diſordered brain: never 
did you ſee a man whoſe addreſs was 
more eaſy and unaffected ; nothing 
in his whole deportment diſcovers 
the leaſt tincture of the ilhterate. 


But I Will top; my pen, "teſt ven. 


ſhould accuſe me of a-weakneſs chat 
1 hope is a. ſtranger to my boſom 
The good ſoul Lhave been ſpeaking 


of, bes for ie honour of eſeottiig |}, | 


me home; it is granted, and yo 
will then have an opportunity of 
making your -own-remarksi' Each 
of my new- married friends have 
given me an invitation to acoompany 
A» K 3 them: 
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them to their reſpeRive homes; but 
as it is not in my power to oblige 
them all, I propoſe returning the 
day in which they quit tlie hoſpi- 
table manſion of Lady Oſwald, but 
have given her ladyſhip a promiſe 
to tepeat my viſitas on as 1 can 
obtain my mames permiſſion. Sir 
Charles Derers conveys his amiable 


— — De Fal and is 
lad) ateompany them. Colonel 
Moeatford and bis fair bride are go- 
ing te make a tour to Southampton, 
andꝭ at their seturn will take up their 
teſidence at Hampſtead : their firſt 
intention was to have ſettled in 
Yorkſhire, but, dy the joint en- 
treaties of Lady Oſwald, and Mr. 
and 
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and Mrs. Aſhton, they have taken 
tioned place, with a view of paſſing 
a great ſhare of their time at both 
houſes ; and to add te- their felicity, 
Mr. Portland and his lady will re- 
fide at a few miles diſtance. Mon- 
ſieur Gavot is to cantinue with them; 
and, in order to cement the friend 


ſhip of the three ladies ſtill cloſer, * 


the two amiable ſiſters have engaged 
to ſpend a month every ſummer at 


Hadleigh-Grove, at which place 
Mrs. Portland and your Lucy is ta; 
join them. To tell you in what a 


joyous way our time now paſſes 
would only be to raiſe my Sophy's 
envy ; I ſhall therefore reſerve the 


repetition of our various amuſe- 
ments, 


| 

| 

| 

9 
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ments, till I have the pleaſure of 
afloritg" her in perſon how much 
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